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STUDENTS’ ACTIVITIES IN AVIATION ENGLISH TRAINING

Teaching Aviation English is not an easy thing. Students, future air traffic controllers are well motivated. They attend English classes to improve their English professional purposes and to possess their general ability to communicate on work-related topics. That is why teachers of Aviation English have to provide their students activities in class which would remind particular situations air traffic controllers have to deal with.

As air traffic controllers have to communicate with several aircraft at the same time a certain degree of fluency is required. So, English language training focuses almost exclusively on improving their listening and speaking skills. Effective verbal communication in class is essential to ensure safety of future real flights. Air traffic controllers talk to pilots through radio communication. They must be able to clarify in routine everyday situations using standard phraseology which they learn during their basic training. Standard phraseology is simply memorized through repetition and air traffic controllers become highly proficient in its usage.

However, there is a problem. A good knowledge of phraseology is not sufficient to deal with a non-routine situation which can be an emergency one. It requires proficiency in general English either. Due to this students need to be trained to communicate in unexpected situations.

To organize the training effectively, to give future controllers the opportunity to improve and practice their English in class, teachers need suitable materials to allow them doing that.

Students are motivated to discuss situations which are relevant to their job. So, there always should be a warming-up situation at the beginning of the class. It will help the teacher to involve students into English speaking world. For example, teachers can ask questions about their future work as experts in the field. Students are satisfied understanding that they are not only taught but that they are teaching either.

Although there are different resources to get materials for the classes, there are some useful textbooks for Aviation English published like Oxford and Macmillan. They are full of information, materials and tasks to be done. The only problem is how they are used in class. There is also a teacher’s book given much recommendations which worth to be used. Focus on non-routine situations, ask your students to look through the text given, discuss the opinion based on the material. Let your students speak.

