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Two 747s collided on the runway at Tenerife on March 27 1977, because the captain of the KLM aircraft took off without clearance, says the report of the Spanish Commission of inquiry. An English translation of the report has been issued by the US National Transportation Safety Board. The accident resulted in the death of all 234 passengers and 14 crew members aboard KLM Flight 4805 and 317 passengers and 9 crew members aboard Pan Am Flight 1736. Another 61 passengers and nine crew members from the Pan Am aircraft survived the collision.
The two aircraft were among several to be diverted to Tenerife, when a bomb explosion in the terminal building caused Las Palmas Airport to be closed. Both were parked on the north - west taxiway, together with three other aircraft for which space could not be found on the main apron. The Pan Am departure had to be delayed because access to the runway was blocked by the KLM 747 while it was being refuelled. The report notes that KLM 4805 took on enough to fly direct to Amsterdam.
The KLM flight was initially cleared to enter the runway and leave at the third link to the taxiway. This was changed almost immediately to an instruction to backtrack along the full length of the runway and turn about in readiness for take off from Runway 30. After turning round, and when the take off checks were completed, the KLM crew obtained departure clearance. The co - pilot read the instruction back and ended his transmission with, "We are now at take off". Almost immediately, according to correlation between the flight - data and cockpit - voice recorders, brakes were released for take off.
Ground roll had already been started when the control tower advised, "Stand by for take off, I will call you". On hearing this call the Pan Am crew interjected, "And we are still taxiing down the runway, Clipper 1736".

1. Read the text and answer the following questions:

1. Why were the KLM and the Pan Am aircraft diverted to Tenerife?

2. Why did the Pan Am departure have to be delayed?

3. Did the KLM 747 have much fuel to fly to Amsterdam?

4. What did the KLM crew do after obtaining departure clearance?

5. What was the Pan Am crew doing at that moment?

2. Find in the text other ways of saying these words and expressions:
1. At once

2.      Move back

1. Change the rout

2. Postpone

3. Give permission

4. Reason 

5. Occupy

6. Be done

7. Get 

8. Wait 

3. Write down an essay (approximately 15 sentences): How does jet lag influence passengers’ health?

