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Napoleon Bonaparte and Ukrainian society:historical documentsin
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The role of document in the reconstruction of events during the period of
the Napoleonic wars in the southwestern border of the Russian Empire is shown in
the article. The works of Soviet and modern national researchers devoted to this
problem are analyzed. It is indicated that tendentious selection and improper study
of documents results in distorted representation of historical facts.
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Speaking about Napoleon Bonaparte and Ukrainian society would be better
from the begining to show the Napoleon's attitude towards the south-western
regions of the Russian Empire. Soviet researchers claimed that in the"aggressive
intentions"of the Emperor of the French in respect of Ukraine held a prominent

place as a future colony of France or a new territorial entity’. This opinion is
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shared by some foreign’, emigration’ and modern Russian and Ukrainian

historians®. What was the primary source? A detailed study of the origins of these
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generalizations would not bepossible without detailed analysis. It should be noted
that a significant impact on the study of the problem had S.Podolyanyn's article
"Napoleon and Ukraine" published in 1912 in the Ukrainian newspaper "Rada"’.

Until recently, the modern domestic researchers avtortion of the studio
wrongly attributed Ukrainian public figure, amateur historians, advocates of statist
concept I.Borschaku (real first and last name - Barshak Ilya L., 1892-1959)°. The
author of this article has found that the work actually belongs to the famous
Ukrainian public and political figure, writer V.Stepankivskyy.

This is further confirmation in some other sources’. In 1904 a member of the
Central Committee of the MSA (after its reorganization in 1905 to USDRP),
V.Stepankivskyy from 1907 was in exile in Switzerland, France and the UK.
Starting from 1911, and especially during the First World War, he began to

promote actively the idea of independent of Ukraine, focusing first on Austria-

Hungary and Germany'’, and later the United Kingdom''. In 1915-1920
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V.Stepankivskyy founded in Lausanne the Ukrainian Press Bureau and published a
weekly newspaper «Ukraine» («L'Ukraine»). In 1916-1917 in Bern he with
Dontsov - "International correspondence Russian nations"(«Korrespondenz der
Nationalititen Russlands»)'?.

Trying to update the Ukraine's role in the international politics of the major
powers, V.Stepankivskyy made a sensational statement not confirmed that
Napoleon during his staying in Moscow in 1812 was interested in Ukraine and
asked Lezyur to write its history". In 1913 in the Austrian magazine "Ukrainian
Review" V.Stepankivskyy reissued with minor changes his work (a little-known
modern researchers)'®. In the new work he added some details to the previous
subjective concept. For instance, V.Stepankivskyy argued that Napoleon
understood the important role of Ukraine in the political history of Europe'” .

However, the author believed that one of the reasons for defeat of the French
commander in 1812 was his refuse to seize Kiev for the first, and only then in more
favorable climates to organize the attack against Moscow'®. V.Stepankivskyy
argued that returning Paris, the French emperor began to develop a plan for a new
campaign against Russia, prominent in which was given to Ukraine. This confirms
the fact that he ordered Lezyur to prepare a detailed report about Ukraine and its
population'’.

However, V.Stepankivskyy said that for various reasons Napoleon's plans

were not realized. He also argued that the mastery Ukraine would cause a fatal
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blow to Russia. There was even "Aeneid" - the famous classic of Ukrainian
literature by Kotlyarevskyy in the library of the French Emperor.

In summary, V.Stepankivskyy assured that Napoleon was always interested
in Ukraine and wanted to separate it from Russia'®. But no documentary evidence
was found. Nevertheless, V.Stepankivskyy's arguments had some influence on the
views of researchers, who handled this problem. I.Borschak significantly
developed his ideas about Napoleon's plans towards the south-western regions of
Russian Imperia. Important place in his interests took the theme of "Ukraine in the
politics of the major powers," including France. For instance, being in exile in
France from 1919 and working in the local archive of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, [.Borschak had found the documentary evidence of the interest of
diplomats and military elite of Napoleon in the south-western regions of the
Russian Empire (territory of modern Ukraine). In particular, he with its archival
discoveries had won withover one of the giants of world napoleonoznavstva
specialist in foreign policy Emperor of the French professor E.Drio. The latter not
only helped I.Borschak to publish his first work with the mentioned problems
called "Napoleon and Ukraine" as edited by him "Chasopys Napoleonic studies",
but also wrote a short preface to it'’. With the establishment of the Versailles-
Washington system [.Borschak's work reminiscent of the Entente powers,
especially France, about Ukrainian aspirations for independence.

In particular, the author pointed out that Louis XIV, Louis XV and Napoleon
tried to use the Ukrainian statehood aspirations. Proving this I.Borschak repeated
V.Stepankivskyy's statements about interest of Emperor of the French to the south-
western frontier of Russia and falsifying sources, created new myths. Thus,
referring to the guard memories of Napoleon - Mameluke Ali-Saint Denis,
[.Borschak wrote that in the library in Moscow (1812) the French winner had
"History of Charles XII" by Voltaire. In particular, he argued that Napoleon in that

18 11,
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very moment had read the parts of the book, which stated that Ukraine had always
sought freedom.

Based on this the author concluded that it was a reason for the French
commander's decision to retreat westward across Ukraine, where he was waited by
friendly people. This solution, as known, started to realise, but it was not made
because of the defeat of Maloyaroslavets>’.

Modern Ukrainian researcher V.Adadurov, comparing memories Ali-Saint
Denis with legend [.Borschaka, has debunked this myth. Thus, acording to the
original memories of Mameluke the hand of the emperor did not touch the
Voltaire's work®'. However 1.Borschak (agreed with V.Stepankivskyy) trying to
confirm the French emperor's interest towards Ukraine during his stay in Moscow,
gave the fact (documented not confirmed) about the interest of Napoleon in
"Aeneid" (by Kotlyarevskyy) which was taken by French ruler when he left the
Russian capital””. These positions were defened by the famous Soviet historian of
Law and Economics of Ukraine, advocate of the concept of statehood academician
M.Slabchenko and the leader of Ukrainian Marxist historian academician
M.Yavorskyy™.

Such insinuations also "moved" into the modern domestic historiography.
For instance, V.Bohatskyy and L.Kormych without checking the facts, also
continued to argue that in the "original library of Napoleon taken to Russia were
found" Aeneid " by Kotlyarevskyi"**.

On what grounds such allegations have been made? This information is
nowhere documented not confirmed. It should be noted that the prominent

Ukrainian poet, writer, philosopher, historian Franko giving high marks to

“Ibid. - P.39.

*'Ananypos B.B. «Hamoneonina» na Cxomi €Bpormm: YsBIGHHS, NPOSKTH Ta AisubHICTH ypsixy PpaHmii moxo
HiB/IEHHO-3aXiJHUX okpaiH Pociiicbkoi imnepii. — JI., 2007. — C.340.

*? Bortchak E. Napoléon et L’Ukraine. — T.2. — P.40.

2Cnabuenko M.€. Martepianu 10 eKoHOMIUHO-coLianbHOI ictopii Ykpainu XIX cr. — T.1. — Ogeca, 1925. — C.78;
SAropcrkuit M.1. Hapucu 3 icTopii peoroniiiHoi 60poTsdu Ha Ykpaini. — T.1. — X., 1927.— C.85; Cnabuenko M.€.
Ictopis Ykpainu B crucnomy Hapuci. — X., 1929. — C.114.

**Bararcekuit B.B., Kopmuu J1.LIctopis Ykpainu: [Tinpyusnuk. — Bua. 3-te., nepepo6. i non. — K., 2010. — C.220—
221.



"Aeneid" by Kotlyarevskyy and expressed that this work "was worthy to be in the

n25

original Napoleon kufr"*". In 1937 in Lviv were published monographic studies of

26 which was the result of his scientific

[.Borschak "Napoleon and Ukraine
research. The author used a significant amount of archival and published
sources.But traditionally resorted to all sorts of fraud archival materials.In
particular, working in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France,
I.Borschak discovered a memorandum in which the French emperor proposed to
create "an independent state", which had to consist of Poltava and Chernigov
principalities on the Dnieper River. Cossacks together with the Crimean Tatars
would be include into a new state - "Napoleonidy". It would consist of the Dnieper
Ekaterinoslav, Tavria, the entire valley until Donets Don, wich along with the
Azov and Black Seas had to be the State border in the south. This new state,
"referring to the head of a single leader and a constitution that meets customs of
the people that live here, with the possible prospect political independence will be
a strong barrier against the ambitious plans of Russia and its claims to the Black
Sea ",

Despite the above document, though it was not signed, and the author's
name was unknown, I.Borschak said that it signed Earl O.-M. D'Otriv*®. For
reliability the author attributed to him the post of "political director" of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Napoleonic France®. The existence of such a plan is
confirmed by a memorandum of the French analyst Rollandra (which was sent in
early 1812 to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of France Yu-B.Mare). In particular,
the author suggested the French government to restore Poland as a confederation of

three kingdoms — Greater, Lithuania and Volyn®. According V.Adadurov who

working in the department of manuscripts in Lviv National Scientific Library

®®panko LS. Hapuc yxpaiucbko-pocificekoi miteparypu no 1890 p. // ®panko LS. JliteparypHi-kpurudsi
npaui (1890-1910). — T.41. — K., 1984. — C.259.

26 Bopmak 1. Hamoneon i Ykpaina: 3 HeBiZOMHUX JOKYMEHTIB i3 TOrogacHUMH imoctpanismu. — JI., 1937.

" Ibid. — C.71-72.

**Bortchak E. Napoléon et L’Ukraine. — T.2. — P.32.

*Bopuak I.Hamoneon i Yxpaiua... — C.70.

3% Ananypos B.B.HaroneoHoBi «ykpaiuii»: musixta [paBoGepexoks y (ppaHiy3bKHX IIaHAX BOCHHOI KaMIIaHii
1812 poky // KpaeznaBctBo. — 2012. — Ne4. — C.36.



named after V. Stefanik, and has found this document, very this map become a
trophy of O.Lanzheron who mistakenly called Napoleon as the author of it, who
just marked on it to whom he planned to give kindoms refered by Rollandr’".

Besides the French emperor's intentions regarding the southwestern
provinces of the Russian empire There is the assertion in the Soviet historiography
that by Napoleon was about to reward his allies in the war with Russia in 1812 by
Ukrainian lands. It should be emphasized that Napoleon in March 1812 really
promised to return all possessions, conquered by Russia in the last 60 years to the
Ottoman Empire, on condition that it enters into an anti-Russian alliance with
France®®, but his promise of the Austrian transmission of Russian territories is not
officially documented. This is — an invention of Soviet historiography. Thus, the
researcher 1.Zvavych analyzing secret articles Austro-French union agreement of
14 March 1812., came to the false conclusion that if a happy ending war, France
Austria promised territorial compensation, which could be made only by Russia.
Particular, they talked about Volyn and Dnieper”. Its still be in use of some
modern Russian historians™. It is overgrown with mythical details.

Thus, the Soviet historian A.Fadyeyev argued that by Napoleon in the war
against Austria promised to emeperator the southwestern Ukraine™. However,
V. Kotov without referring to any sources claimed that in the summer 1810
Napoleon in an interview with K.Metternih offered Austria Western Ukraine™
(most of which it had already owned).

Only recently, thanks to research of V.Adadurova this myth was dispeled.
Thus, working in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Austria, the

researcher has discovered the records of the French-Austrian negotiations on the

31A£la)1ypOB B.B.Ilonsckoe ABOpSIHCTBO toro-3anaga Poccuu B miianax HanoneoHa Bo BpeMsi BOGHHOM KaMIIaHUU
1812 roma // Uctopus u uctopudeckast maMsath: Mexsy3. c0. Hayd. TpyaoB. — Beim.6. — Caparos, 2012. — C.172.

32 ApxuB BHeuHeit momutuky Poceniickoit umnepun. — ®.133. — Om. 1. — J1.1982. — JI. 207-208 06.

333pasny U.C.Merrepuux u OTeuecTBeHHas BoitHa 1812 rona // Uctopuueckue 3ammcku. — T.16. — Mocksa, 1945. —
C.111.

3 Makaposa TI'.B. Ilpoosriamenne Kopomescra Ilombckoro B 1812 roay // Cpenusis EBpomna: [IpoGnemsr
MEXIYHApPOAHBIX M MEXHanWOHaNbHBIX oTHomeHuil: XI[-XX BB. — Cankr-IlerepGypr, 2009. — C.132.
SDanees A.B. OredecTBeHHas BOWHA. .. — C.4; ®anee A.B. Boiina 1812 roga. — C.113.

Kotos B.H.3aBoitouupki miann Hamoneona I moxo Yipainu... — C.81.



conclusion of the bilateral alliance. None of them dealt with the previous
distribution areas. In particular, the secret papers approved on February 19, 1812 of
the draft agreement said only that "if a happy end to a war His Majesty the
Emperor of the French undertakes to provide His Majesty Emperor of Austria
redress and compensation for losses and damages that it could be through
cooperation in the war"’. Then followed a list approved by Franz I with the
objects that could be interested Habsburg. But there Volyn was not included
because the official Vienna did not claime this territory not to quarrel with
Peterburg. Areas of interest were the Danubian principalities occupied at this time
by Russian troops*. Note that during the war in 1812 Austria has not violated the
Russian border, and Russia - Austrian, because none of them officially annouced
the war against each other’’. In particular, the Austrian cavalry corps of General
K.F.Shvartsenbeg (a part of the Great Army) came to Russia from the territory of
the Duchy of Warsaw, and not from Galicia™.

Plans for the establishment of Napoleon (in case of victory over Russia) to
separate Polish kingdom in Volyn indicate its unwillingness to transfer the
Habsburg Empire these territories. Proof of this can be the appointment of 20 July
1812 Count T.Morskyy by special "Commissioner-organizer of the provinces
Volyn, Podolia and Ukraine"*'. In June 22, 1812 he filed in the name of Emperor
of the French memorandum "Ideas for organizing legitimate uprising in Volyn,
Podolia and Ukraine." And in the received instructions stated that in its assigned
provinces need to set the same administrative system in Lithuania™®.

In Soviet historiography, in addition to versions of Napoleon's intent to
convey Volyn to Austria, also found another position, claimed that the French

Emperor offered the Poles Ukrainian land. Thus, the Ukrainian Soviet historians

*” Ananypos B.B. «Hanoneoniza» na Cxoxi €spom. .. — C.331.

*Ibid.

39 Bboraganosruy M.U.Uctopust OteuectBenHo BoiHbI 1812 rona no gocroBepHbIM uctounukam. — T.1. — Mocksa,
1859. - C.77.

40 3axapuyk O.M.BmmB amaTopcbkux nociimkens npka bopraka Ha npamni HamoneoHo3HaBIiB. — C.389.
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H.Herbylskyy®, V.Kotov** and I.Rybalka® argued without reference to any source
that Napoleon before the war in 1812 was planning to give Rigth Bank Ukraine to
the Polish general Yu.Ponyatovskyy. At the same time A.Butsyk™ and
O.Kasymenko®’ claimed that in 1812 the French emperor promised to Polish
nobility Ukrainian lands that belonged to the division of the Commonwealth in
1772. Tt should be emphasized that any document that confirmed this fact, today
does not exist.

But, for various reasons these and similar insinuations migrated in modern
Ukrainian historiography and overgrown mythical details. V.Sarbey as the Soviet
scientists argued that Napoleon had promised to return the Right-Bank Ukraine
Polish king (which actually as did not exist as Poland)*.

Some researchers have gone even further. Thus, historian and political
scientist K.Bondarenko says that in 1812 Napoleon planned to redraw the map of
modern Ukraine. In particular, the Right Bank Ukraine had be given to Poland®. It
should be noted that these researchers, as well as representatives of the Soviet
historiography, guided too subjective concept of Napoleon's desire to win and to
divide Russia’. But any documentary source has not the promise of Emperor of
the France to return the Right Bank to the Poles. However, as already noted,
Napoleon planed to create in Volyn a separate Kingdom of Poland headed by
Prince Yu.Ponyatovskyy only after victory over Russia. As for the Polish question
at all, as it noted in previous quests — in any official document of the French
emperor was not fixed promises to restore the Polish state in the borders to 1772.
Napoleon understood that it would provoke a long armed conflict with the

powerful state of Europe’. According to the baron and secretary-archivist

“Tepbubcnknii I.10. Ykpainchki ko3aui nonku. .. — C.2.

* Koros B.H. Vkpauua B 3aBoeBaTebHbIX miaHax Hamoneona I... — C.150.

* Pubanka LK. Icropis Ykpaiucekoi PCP... — C.255; Horo . IcTopis Yipainn: Jopansacekuii nepiox. — C.265.

* Byruk A.K. Bitumsusua iiina 1812 p. — C.505.

" Kacumenko O.K. Bitumsusina iitaa 1812 poxy... — C.4.

* Capb6eit B.I'. HamionanbHe BigpomwkenHs Yxkpaiuu. — C.64.

* Bonmapenko K. Mcropust u podpmis. — C.246.

> Cvupros B.H. Pycckas apmus B 6opb6e ¢ mHO3eMHbIME 3axBaTunkamu B XIX Beke. — X., 2009. — C.31.

*Baxapuyk O.H. Poccuiickas wmmmepuss B jumiomartid Hamoneona Bomamapra (1805-1807) // Bicux

YepHIiriBchbKOro HallloHaJIbHOTO YHiBepcuteTy iMeHi Tapaca llleBuenka. — Bumn.87. — Yepniris, 2011. — Ne8. — C.32.
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A.Zh.F.Fen of Napoleon, the French winner in March 1812 told his ministers that
"restore of Poland is very useful for Europe, as it will protect it from Russia, but

for this fight is not worth it">>

. Therefore, Napoleon could not resort to the radical
solution of the Polish question. Such a course of events would cause difficulties in
making peace with Russia and would complicate relations with allied Austria®.
Therefore it is very controversial is the assertion of modern Ukrainian historians
about Napoleon's promise to restore the Poles Commonwealth in its borders
before divisions™.

Among other issues of national historiography of the Napoleonic Wars era
highlights the problem of the relationship "Ukrainian intelligentsia" to the War of
1812. To increase awareness among Ukrainian national, local researchers often
"extra" heroize and continue to heroize the history of its people, thus creating
different myths>. Not escaped this and M.Slabchenko who one of the first paid
attention to this problem. Not referring to any source and not being an expert on
this guestion’®, he claimed that France led trade with Ukraine via the Black Sea
and therefore "Ukrainian gentry was even interested in the victory of Bonaparte,
who in 1812 showed unequivocal sympathy for Ukraine and interested in its
past™’.

For the same reasons almost the same M.Yavorskyy argued. In particular, he
claimed that at the beginning of the 1812 war "autonomist sympathy of prokozak

opposition in Ukraine immediately turned toward Napoleon and France, with

which they associated not only trade, but also hope for independence." Not by

2Fain A. Manuscrit de I’an 1812. — T.2. — Paris, 1827. — P.50.
533alxapqy1< O.M. TIlonbchke muraHHs B auiuiomarii Hamosieona Bonamapra: HOBI MiAXOAU 10 BH-CBITJIICHHS
npobyieMH y cydacHii pociiicbkii ictopiorpadii // YkpaiHcekuid ictopuunuii sxypHain. —2013.—Ne3. —C.177.
> dininrox A.T. [IpaBo6epeskua Yipaina nanpukinm X VIII — Ha mouatky XIX cr. ... — C.334.
*3axapuyk O.H. ITmanel (paHIy3cKOTO IPABHTEIbCTBA OTHOCHTEIBHO IOTO-3aNAIHBIX OKpaMH Pocchu B kaHyH
BoMHBI 1812 roma B OCBeIIeHWH cOBeTCKOW mcropuorpaduu // OtedecTBeHHas BoitHa 1812 roma. Mcrounukm.
Hamsitauku. [Ipo6nemsr: Mat. XVIII Mexaynap. Hayu. koHd. (bopoauno, 2—4 centsiops 2013 rona). — bopoauno,
2014. — C.4009.
*Cnabuenxo M.€. Anbanckuii monk Ha cmyx6e Hamoneona I // BoeHno-uctopuuecknii BecTHuk. — Ku.9/10.—
K., 1911. - C.211-215).
>’CnaGuenko M.€. Matepiam 10 eKOHOMiuHO-coIianbHOT icTopii. .. — C.78.
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chance, Napoleon was first plan march to Ukraine, studied the history of the
Cossacks™.

However, the most thoroughly examined the issue known Ukrainian scholar
N.Polonska-Vasilenko. She claimed that after the invasion of Napoleon's army into
Russia, higher states of Ukrainian society divided into two groups: some believed
that the introduction of the Napoleonic Code would help to achieve a certain
autonomy, others had pro-Russian orientation. Pro-Russian majority treated the
Russian Emperor as a guardian of public order and peace®. These views continue
to be used in modern domestic historiography®. According to this statement, a
farmer Ya.Mochuhovskyy (not the landowner and small land owner as claimed
D. Doroshenko, N.Polonska-Vasilenko, representatives of Soviet historiography
I.Borschak and some modern Ukrainian researchers®) approved Napoleon in
advance; V.Lukashevych tycoon declared a toast to health of Napoleon. However,
according to the Office of the Little acts of the governor-general, it all happened in
1807, when the war with Napoleon went outside Russia is not threatened and
property of the persons concerned®. It should also be noted that the toast to the
health of the French emperor of the pro-Napoleon opposition had clearly defined
situational and were not an expression of opposition on®.

Interestingly that M.Slabchenko, M.Yavorskyy N.Polonska-Vasilenko treat
V.Lukashevych (Ukrainian nobility) and Polish nobleman Chaikovsky as the ranks

> Isopcekuit M.1. Hapucu 3 ictopii peomomiitnoi 6opots6u... — C.85; SAopchkuit M1, Ictopis Ykpainu B
ctuciomy Hapuci. — C.114.
*® Tlononceka-Bacunenxo H. Icropis Vipainn. — T.2. — K., 1992. — C.280-281.
* Mummk FO.A.,Baxan O.T., Bracos B.C.Icropis Ykpainu: Hapu. moci6. — C.213; Yoprorop f.0. Micue i ponb
yKpaiHCBKHX K03akKiB... — C.197.
81 Topomenko JI.1. Hapuc ictopii Yxpainn. — JI., 1991. — C.504; ITononceka-Bacurenxo H.Ictopist Vipaimn. — T.2.
— C.280; Cnabuenko M. €. Marepianu 10 exoHoMiuHO-corianbHoi ictopil. — C.81; SIBopcwkuit M.I. Hapucu
3 pepomoniiHoi 60poTebu. — C.103; bopmiak I. Hamoneon i Ykpaina... — C.105; Capb6eii B.I'. Hanionansue
BipokeHHs: Ykpainu. — C.66.
*IMaBnoBckuit U.d.Jlena 06 rocy1apcTBEHHOI H3MEHe M HAPYIIEHUH OGIIEro CIOKOHCTBHS,
npousBoauBInrecs B Manopoccuu B 1807 r. // Kuesckas crapuna. — 1903. — Ku.12. — C.136-138.
® Ananypos B.B. 3anoposskuii ko3ak TeeproBchkuii mpots Haroneona: Bio6paskeHHs BipHOIII-IaHIX HACTPOIB
MaJIOpOCIHCHKOTO IBOPSIHCTBA B YKpaiHOMoBHOMY namduteti 1807 p. 3 HarnionansHoro apxiBy ®@panuii //
VYxpaincbkuit icropuunuii xkypHai. — 2012, — Ne5. — C.177.
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of Ukrainian intelligentsia“. It should be noted that in fact, according to sources, it
was M.Glenbotskyy (M.Chaykovskyy's grandfather, the famous Sadiq Pasha) -
Polish nobleman elderly. He, like the rest of the Polish nobility, in contrast to the
Ukrainian, really sympathized with Napoleon, and even after the defeat of the
French emperor in Russia was about to come to his aid, but for various reasons it
failed®.

Note that among the Ruthenian nobility was not anti-Russian opposition
before and especially during the war in 1812. According to sources, on the contrary
the majority of its representatives hated and feared the French emperor. For
example, a descendant of Cossack Hetman kind, the Russian diplomat and
statesman Count V.Kochubey called Napoleon "the devil, which gave rise to hell"
and warned "of the machinations and provocations of the Poles"®. Generally,
revolutionary events in France and the Napoleonic wars only strengthened the pro-
Russian belief of the Ukrainiane nobility®.

Even known autonomist Kapnist 101, according to his daughter (a famous
writer-memuaryst) S.Kapnist-Skalon, responding in 1812 to his brother's question:
"What do you do if Bonaparte goes to Malorossia?". He said he hoped it would be
armed and expeled by the French emperor®. No coincidence that Kapnist during
the war in 1812 took an active part in the creation of the Malorossia's militia.

Talking about military affairs Poltava Cossacks distinguished Ukrainian
scholar and naturalist, historian, folklorist, ethnographer, writer, first rector of the
University of St. Vladimir M.Maksymovych reflected the spirit of 1812 in the
Ukrainian provinces of the empire: "seethed and nervous Russian land as the sea,

going vomit Napoleon and his hordes. "In this time of general arming militias were

*Cra6uenxo M. €. Marepiau 10 ekoHOMiuHO-comianbHOi icTopii. — C.81; SBopcekuii M. Hapucu 3 ictopii
peBodroriitHOT 6opoTEOH Ha Ykpaini. — C.103; Cnabuenko M.€. Ictopis Ykpainu B ctuciaomy Hapuci. — C.114;
ITonoucreka-Bacunenko H. Ictopis Ykpaian. — T.2. — C.280-281.

® Bamckn Muxaiina Yaiikockoro // Knesckas crapuna. — 1891. — Nel. — C.46-47.

% Ananypos B.B. «Hanoneoniza» na Cxomi €spormn. .. — C.81.

%7 A naypos B.B.ITpoGemu TAroCTi/mepepBHOCTI Ta My IbTHKYILTYPHOCTI YKPATHCHKOT iCTOPil y MOe/TI0BaHHi
B3aeMuH Mix @panuiero i Ykpainoto XI-XX cr. // Ykpaincekuii rymanitapuuii orisia. — K., 2010. — C.117.

®® Kanuuer-Cxanon C.B. Bocnomunanns / BocnomnHauus u pacckasbl JesiTenieit TaHbIX 00-1ectB 1820-x
rogos. — T.1. — Mocksa, 2008.— C.355.
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created in Molorossia . Thus, the historian noted that the residents of Poltava and
Chernihiv provinces zemstvo formed militia and Cossacks within two weeks. In
particular, instead of the planned 13 thousand they came to more than 16 thousand
of warriors®. Critical to these events M.Maksymovych assigned to Malorussin
nobility, that seed Cossack, to which he belonged himself.

These data refute the allegations of I.Borschak that representatives of the
Ukrainian nobility awaited the arrival of Napoleon to get rid of the dominant
power Peterburg’® and statements of the modern domestic researcher V.Sverbyhuz
that in 1812 Ukrainian nobility massively boycotted levy and collection of the
Russian Cossack Army, and inflammatory head their way to Napoleon's army, to
fight against’'. However, historian and created new myths. Thus, he argues that
Chamberlain V.Skarzhynskyy formed the armed Cossack military unit that went to
join Napoleon, and this was unknown local governor’>. However, according to
sources, the first son of Cossack Ataman Bug Major General P.Skarzhynskoho -
V.Skarzhynskyy in August 1812 formed at their own expense of farmers sharing
the estate with his mother cavalry unit that was replenished with the permission of
the Governor-General of Novorossiysk Duke Ye.Ryshelye volunteers. Soon as a
separate military unit of V.Skarzhynskyy (a squadron) fought against Napoleon's
troops as part of the 3rd Western Russian army under the command of Admiral
P.Chychahov. It participated in the battles near Logojsk, Orsha, Borisov and the
pursuit of the French Berezina to Kovno. The Squadron of V.Skarzhynskyy also
marked the campaign in 1813, including the siege of Thorn. For participation in the
war in 1812 V.Skarzhynskyy was awarded the Order of St. Vladimir IV degree
with a sword (1813) and the Order of St. Anne II degree with diamonds (1816)”.

% MakcumoBnu M.A.By6HoBckas cotHs // Makcumomu M.A. Cobpanme coumuenmii B 3 1. — T.1: Otzen
uctopuueckuit. — K., 1876. — C.825.
7 Borschak E. Napoléon et I’Ukraine // Revue des Etudes Napoléoniennes. —T.XLI— 1935. — P.15.
' Ceep6urys B. CrapocsiTchke maHcTBo. — Bapmiasa, 1999. — C.151.
”Ibid. — C.120.
BOreuectsennas Boiina 1812 r.: Matepuansr BYA. — T.21. — Cankr-Ilerepoypr, 1914. — C.75, 103, 121;
VYkpaiacekuid Hapon y Bitamsnsaniit BirHi 1812 p.: 36. mok. — K., 1948. — C.39-42; CkanpkoBckuii A.1812 1. B
Hosopoccuiickom kpae. — Onecca, 1837. — C.16—18; ®nopoBckuit A. 3 ogecckoit crapunbl. — Opxecca, 1912, —
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V.Sverbyhuz also resorted to falsification of sources. Thus, he argues that in
1812 in Ekaterinoslav province a popular uprising exploded as a support of
Napoleon’. The author referred to a document which does not confirms his
opinion. In particular, it refers to the disobedience of authority and unrest that
emerged at this time in Arkhangelsk, Ekaterinoslavsk, Tobolsk, Livonia, Saratov
and other provinces are not linked to political reasons’.

Anti-French sentiment lower strata of the Ukrainian population is also not in
doubt. Captain Kotlyarevskyi, who formed in Khorolsky County town Horosheni 5
Poltava regiment (for which he received the rank of Major) reported Little Russian
governor-general Prince Rostov-Ya.Lobanov: "Most of the Cossacks come with
pleasure, willingly and without sorrow "’°. In particular, during the war in 1812 the
Polish officer of Napoleon's army H.Brandt heard the last words of the Russian
army soldier — Ukrainian: "You - the courageous people, but your king to be non-
a good man. What made him our king? What he is looking for in our homeland?

n77

Get up, Holy Rus, protect our religion, our king"''. These data refute the

allegations of I.Borschak that farmers in Volyn in 1811 covered all”®

separate
mood and statements of some contemporary Ukrainian historians, who believed
that before the war in 1812 all Ukrainian population was dissatisfied with the
existing regime””.

Nor can we accept the baseless assertion of O.Drobah about trying of the
Napoleonic agents in 1807 and 1812 uprising in Ukraine. In particular, he argues
that knowing about the plans of the French, the Russian imperial court, not having

confidence in the Ukrainian Cossack regiments, not exhibited them against the

French troops®. To date not found any documentary evidence of intent of
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77Az[anyp013 B.B. «Hamnoneonina» va Cxoni €sponu... — C.82.
78 Bopmax I. Hartoneon i Vipaina... — C.68.
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Napoleon's agents uprising in 1807 and 1812 in the Ukrainian provinces of the
empire. But there are numerous memorandums of the Polish military and political
leaders, who in the context of the restoration of the Commonwealth offered to the
emperor of the French in 1807 and the 1812 uprising in the "Polish Ukraine"®'.

As for the credibility of the Russian government in 1812 to Ukrainian
Cossack regiments, the question arises: what Cossack regiments author had in
mind? According to documentary sources, due to the threat of war with Napoleonic
France, according to the order of Alexander I on June 5, 1812, in Kiev and
Podolski provinces began forming Ukrainian Cossack horse division (four regular
equestrian Cossack regiments numbering 4,800 people™). Its commander was
appointed colonel, Count I. de Witt, born in Kamenetz-Podolsk, a famous military
intelligence, the future general of cavalry. Under his command division within
corps Lieutenant General F.Osten-Saken, part of the 3rd Western Army under the
command of Admiral P.Chychahova in October 1812 participated in the battles of
Polish-Saxon and Austrian armies. Shelves of the Ukrainian Cossack horse
division distinguished also in Russian Army foreign campaigns (1813-1814).

However, according to the rescripts of June 25, 1812, organized regular
"Malorussian equestrian Cossack regiments" from the Cossack state residents
living in Poltava and Chernihiv provinces. Important role in the rapid creation of
the former Hetman Cossack units played an appeal to the people of this region
Ya.Lobanov-Rostov. Thus, following the order of Alexander and the creation of
Cossack regiments, on their own initiative, he promised to repeal recruiting duty

and resume Cossack host®”. Note that when the vast majority of descendants of
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former Ukrainian Cossacks agreed to go to the Russian troops, in our opinion, it
was not a manifestation of patriotic enthusiasm, as claimed by representatives of
Soviet historiography®, and attempt to return former liberties, lost in the second
half of the eighteenth century™.

Eliminating the Cossacks, the Russian government from time to time in the
difficult situations that threatened the empire (such as during the Napoleonic
Wars), was forced to recall the Cossacks, while not promising that after the war
they will remain as a standing army. Thus, in a rescript of Alexander I to
Ya.Lobanov-Rostov discussed only the abolition of levy, which was to take place
in the spring of 1813%. It is no coincidence that the newly formed Cossack
regiments after the hostilities were dissolved.

But this fact does not say that the Russian government did not trust the
Ukrainian Cossacks and Cossack regiments formed not participate in hostilities
against Napoleon's troops. It should be noted, as the documents show, Little
Russian shelves, except the garrison and guard duty, took a part as a member of the
Russian army and army in guerrilla groups fighting against the forces of the
enemy. The 3rd and 4th of Poltava Cossack troops were part of Raid guerrilla unit
of Adjutant General A.Ozharovskyy. Soon the 3rd and 9th Poltava regiment
participated in battles Krasna (Smolensk province, 3-5 November 1812)*°.

Chernihiv Cossack regiments also distinguished themselves in combat
against Napoleon's troops. Specifically, in the middle of October 1812 they
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participated in 6-day battle for Chechersk, stag and Roslavl™. The same time,

being together with Poltava consisting Malorussian militia (combined Poltava and
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C.35.
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Chernihiv militia) under the command of Lieutenant M.Hudovych in November
1812 participated in the battles of Pinsk and taking Mogilev™. In the campaigns of
1813-1814 as a part of the Russian army all 15 Cossack regiments were attended.
They distinguished themselves during the siege of fortresses Modlin and Zamosc
(1813) and in the battles near Magdeburg (end 1813 - beginning 1814)”".

Thus, we can agree with the statement of the Canadian historian O. Subtelny
that "antytsarski sentiments were exceptional phenomenon, and a huge most
Ukrainian Field and persistently defended empire"**. It is significant that almost a
third of the personnel of the officer corps of the Russian army during the war with
Napoleon came from the Ukrainian provinces of *. In this connection surprising
the statement of the modern national historian P.Usenko on expectations of
Ukrainian land change for the better from alien invasion®”.

In our opinion, much stronger in the Ukrainian lands belonging to the
Empire, were social contradictions. Proof of this can be analytical note written by
an employee of the Office of the Special Military Minister, lieutenant colonel
native of Ukraine, future military writer P.Chuykevych that was addressed to the
head of the War Department General of Infantry M.Barklayu de Tolly. Describing
the situation before the war in 1812 in the Ukrainian lands of the Russian Empire,
it is not even hinted at the existence of the political opposition or threat of
separatism. In particular, P.Chuykevych claimed that "the land where the people

hate the nobility obvious waste can be"””.
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From previously discussed problems should distinguish fire in 1811 that had
a significant influence on the socio-political life of Kyiv’®. It should be noted that
Soviet historians in support of their too subjective concept, borrowed from
[.Borschak, according to which Ukraine prominently plans Napoleon claimed that
fire in Kiev and other cities of south-western provinces of the Napoleonic Empire
organized by agents’’. Thus, Soviet, and later Russian historian B.Abalihin
claimed that in the summer and autumn of 1811 by French commandos managed to
create groups in Ukraine, which for several months was carried out arson and
killing®™. In particular, the author claimed that incendiary act and the developed
plan led this "gang" was a Polish general H.Pashkovskyy”.

In support of the "Polish trace" in the organization arson B.Abalihin referred
to the work of the famous Ukrainian historian, lawyer, archivist, Academician
YUAN O.Levytskyy'®. But in the studio recently stated that History of General
Pashkovskyi and incendiary - a fictional'®'. So, using a significant source material,
O.Levytskyy proved that fire in Kiev July 1811 were not intentional arson. In
particular, the historian noted that they occurred due to carelessness and negligence
of the owners or dissatisfaction with domestic servants who, taking advantage of
the general confusion of retaliation or hoolygan's mood sometimes did secretly
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burning

. Consequently, no part of the "Napoleon agents" in this case historian
O.Levytskyy had not found.
Today, these documents are stored in the central historical Archives of

Ukraine in Kiev. Working in it, the author has analyzed these documents also
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concluded that the French were not the perpetrators of the fires in Kiev and other
Ukrainian cities and provinces of. Russia'".

Additionally, it is confirmed by the French archives materials. In particular,
in the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France kept the documents
showing that only through to a French resident in Warsaw Baron L.P.E.Binyona
about the fire in Kiev in 1811 they knew in Paris only 9 October, that is three
months after the event. Documents indicate that the fire was a surprise for the
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French government'’

. In addition, the materials suggest that the fire in Berdichev,
Zhytomyr, Tulchin, Vladimir, Ostrog, Dubno - a consequence of arson committed
by Russian troops to intimidate the local population, which was considered
unreliable'”.

Thus, these data indicate that Napoleon and his officials were not implicated
in fires in Kiev and other cities of the south-western provinces of Russia. This
refutes the idea of [.Borschak that the French agents have caused the fire in Kiev
1811'% And we also can not agree with the modern domestic authors
Yu.Myroshnychenko and S.Udovykom which also claim that the division of
Napoleon's troops set fire to sabotage in order to sow panic in Kyiv and weaken

the walled city'”’

. There its question: For what the French emperor needed it? It
should be noted that the taking of Kyiv offered by Polish military'® figures in our
view, no effect on the outcome of the campaign would not. Events unfolding in the
west, and partial success in the Southwest, even if it would take a place, could not
give Napoleon any benefit. The strategic relationship between the western and
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south-western areas was absent . Before the war with Russia in 1812 the French

commander understood it and refused to attack Kyiv.
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History does not tolerate the subjunctive mood. Existing or missing
documents that reflect objective reality. Everything else are  speculation,
assumptions, hypotheses and concepts. They can be proved or disproved and based
on the same source. The paper used diverse documents, opinions domestic and

foreign researchers, allowing more objectively highlight selected issues.
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