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LINGUA FRANCA IN MODERN WORLD COMMUNICATION

Lingua Franca is a phrase that is used a lot in linguistic science these days. A lingua franca is a language that is used for communication between people who speak different native languages. Lingua franca is (Italian “Frankish language”) language used as a means of communication between population speaking vernaculars that are not mutually intelligible. The term was first used during the Middle Ages to describe a French and Italian-based jargon that was developed by Crusaders and traders in the eastern Mediterranean and characterized by the invariant forms of its nouns, verbs, and adjectives. 

The term lingua franca itself comes from the name of a language that was spoken in the Mediterranean region for hundreds of years. It was kind of a Creole Romance language that had a lot of vocabulary from different Mediterranean languages mixed into it. The original definition of lingua franca is the common language spoken in the ports of the Mediterranean that was a mix of French, Arabic, Spanish, Italian and Greek. One English source from 1632 referred to this language as Bastard Spanish.

Here are a couple of examples of situations when lingua franca is necessary. 

For example, there are many languages spoken in a particular area or among different ethnic groups and they need a language to communicate with one another. An example of lingua franca on a national level is Urdu in Pakistan, where there are various different language spoken, so the national language is used as the lingua franca between those different ethnic groups. Moreover, during the era of European exploration in the 15th–18th centuries, Portuguese served as a diplomatic and trade language in coastal Africa and in Asian coastal areas from the Indian Ocean to Japan. In Southeast Asia, meanwhile, Malay was already serving as an important lingua franca; it had been adopted by Arab and Chinese traders in the region long before the Europeans arrived. Later both the Dutch and the British used Malay for communication with the locals in the region.
The next sample comes from real life: a professional conference for experts from different native languages. On a global scale, the current largest lingua franca is English, but there are other various lingua Francas on a regional level and on a native level. So people use mostly English to communicate in professional environment where most of the terms are taken from Latin and understandable, but the influence of native language can be seen in pronunciation of these words with different native accents.

For instance, an interesting sample of lingua franca on national level is  also can be seen in Ukraine where we have different lingua francas depending on boarding countries where people speak the mixture of Ukrainian with a border language .The good examples of such are regions which border with Poland, Belorussia, Romania and Hungary. People in these regions as usual have very specific dialect which can be difficult to understand by visitors? But helps them to communicate with the representatives of countries they border with.

So, to wrap up and clarify, a lingua franca is a language that is used for communication between the speakers of different native origin.  The official lingua franca for the worldwide communication is English. That comes from historical factors: colonization by Britain and hundreds of American military bases all over the world. It is also influenced by globalization (music and radio; films and sports; internet which started from the US). The last important detail to add is that it is the language of aviation which helps different countries to rule the flights and it is the language of tourism.

