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FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING IN THE PROCESS OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF FUTURE SPECIALISTS IN APPLIED MECHANICS

The tendencies that dominated at higher technical educational institutions were characterized by technocentrism which had a cult of special, professionally oriented disciplines and regarded humanitarian disciplines as minor ones. However, quite recently considerable attention has been paid to the international and integration processes taking place in modern society that propose new requirements for improving the quality of training of specialists in engineering field, in particular future specialists in applied mechanics.

One of the ways of solving this problem is the orientation of higher technical education to the practical needs of science and production, innovative methods of training, increasing attention to foreign language training due to the intensification of the globalization process. Vocational training of the engineer of the XXI century indicates on the close link between professional training and humanities as the basis of the humanities is the development of intercultural communication, the formation of communicative skills.

Previous research has demonstrated that foreign language training is an integral part of the fundamental training of future engineers as it is considered as a means of enhancing the competitiveness of a specialist in the labor market and intensification of the intercultural cooperation and international communication.

M. Dmytrychenko indicates that the system of the engineering education should be modified today in such a way to ensure the quality of the engineer’s knowledge at the level of the international requirements based on the integration of fundamental and special knowledge. The integration of the scientific knowledge in the engineering education involves the realization of two directions: the fundamentalization of special knowledge and the specialization of the fundamental disciplines that are obligatory for the modern system of the engineering education and the training of highly qualified, innovative specialists [4, p. 6-7].

As reported by A. Ogurtsov the fundamental nature of education is a way of training of an engineer capable of doing research at a high professional level. Improvement of the quality of education and competitiveness of such a specialist should be carried out by upgrading the content of the academic disciplines and scientific and methodological processes [1, p. 125]. 

Taking into account the current trends in the system of higher education it is possible to state that the engineering education should provide a broad training of future specialists in applied mechanics who will be able to develop, improve their skills, make decisions in difficult professional situations.

From this it can be concluded that the key requirements for training of a future specialist in applied mechanics are:

· fundamental knowledge in the professional sphere;
· ability to establish the international relations in the future professional activity; 

· ability to use foreign sources in the professional activity. 


Professionally oriented foreign language training and the status of the discipline “Foreign Language for Professional Purposes” are aimed at the formation of professionally oriented communicative competence of future specialists in order to implement any professionally oriented foreign language situation, that is the training of future specialists capable of forming, creating and formulating thoughts, ideas and views by means of a foreign language. As L. Pokushalova considers, foreign language in a specialty is increasingly converted into a language for a specialty [2, p. 305-307].

For the integral solution of the professional tasks by the future engineer it is necessary to use the potential of the humanities and the fundamental disciplines [3, p. 96]. Foreign language is becoming a structural component of a new model of training of a future specialist in applied mechanics. 

Taking into account the mentioned tendencies, the main features of foreign language teaching of students of specialty 131 “applied mechanics” are:

· practical orientation – use of foreign language as a means of obtaining additional knowledge in the specialty;
· motivation of students to learn foreign language by engaging them in the international programs and competitions in order to implement the principles of mobility;
· increase of the value of the independent work due to the lack of time for practical lessons;

· application of the appropriate methods, techniques and forms of work during the lessons in order to take into account the specifics of the future specialty; 

· interdisciplinarity, which enables to implement the professional knowledge by means of a foreign language.

 Thus, foreign language training is an integral part of the fundamental training of future specialists in applied mechanics that makes them competitive in the international labor market. All these factors require fundamental changes in the training of future specialists where foreign language takes a leading place.
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