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LEGAL EDUCATION IN THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

Legal education plays a vital role in any society. It is essential in promoting
awareness about the rights and obligations of citizens and public institutions. It
must be conducive to identification and reform of social problems, while
providing tools to inculcate democratic ideals in its students. It should examine
and study social and legal standards and provide for means to ensure legal and
democratic accountability of government and its various institutions. Law
schools and their classes are responsible for shaping the next generation of
jurists, lawyer, judges, legislators, human rights activists and social reformers,
and it is essential that what they are taught in the classroom will train and
groom them for the responsibility that lies ahead [1].

Legal education in Pakistan is generally provided through public sector
universities and also by private institutions which adhere to the curriculum and
the standards prescribed by the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in
consultation with the Pakistan Bar Council (PBC), a statutory body which
regulates the legal profession and to some extent, legal education [2].

Teaching at Pakistani law schools primarily is undertaken by practicing
lawyers, as well as retired lawyers and judges. Lawyers also have assumed
prominence in the regulatory oversight of legal education, the accreditation and
evaluation of law schools, curricular design, and standard setting [3, p. 499].

The work of a lawyer in and outside of a courtroom revolves around
identifying, following, distinguishing and challenging precedents, something
that the current system does not train for. There is no meaningful discussion in
Pakistani classrooms, no analysis of the context of legal rules, the purpose they
were supposed to fulfill, the mischief they were supposed to overcome, the
reasons for their adaptation, especially why another rule was not adopted,
whether the rule achieved its objectives, whether it still remains relevant and
whether another rule may be needed to fulfill current needs. Our classrooms are
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devoid of such discussion and also fail to properly train students in the art of
applying legal rules to facts to arrive at legal consequences. There is no
emphasis on legal theory, jurisprudence, or on the science of law and no
attempt is made to understand and evaluate the legal system in a rational and
systematic way. This can be easily observed by a cursory examination of exams
conducted by most law colleges and universities in Pakistan and the answers
provided by students. These problems are compounded by the system’s
inability to train students in the English language, which will remain the
medium of instruction for law colleges, and it is important it remains so since
our entire jurisprudence is informed by reference to foreign sources (especially
UK, US and India), it being a norm to cite foreign judgments by Pakistani
courts, especially the Supreme Court. Apart from students from a handful of
private schools and universities, the majority of students have below-par
command over English. This is unacceptable. Law degrees throughout the
world are renowned for the amount of readings that they require of students and
command over drafting that they require, something that our system fails to
deliver. legal education is not just about training lawyers, but is used by people
who will go on to become social reformers, political leaders, human right
activist, legislator’s legal drafters, jurists, etc. and the system of education
dominated by bar councils will fail such students [1].

Higher education systems everywhere are in a constant state of change. In
particular, the changes in the socio-economic context caused by the impact of
globalization have inevitably led to changes in the higher education sector. To
check the declining standards of legal education critical actions are required by
all concerned. That is why Ahmed Ali Khan suggests the following changes to
legal education in Pakistan:

1). Setting up of a Legal Education Reform Commission.

2). Removal of Dual Control.

3). A Five-Year Consolidated Law Degree Program.

4). Better Employment Prospects [2].

Those changes are in the process of their implementation to the practical
use in the state. The result of them is described not just in the sphere of legal
education in Pakistan, but, also, in real protection of rights and lawful interests
of citizens, foreigners and people without citizenship on the territory of the
republic. Time shows that even higher level of authorities in the state paid their
attention to the need of higher quality specialists’ preparation by the national
legal schools. That is why three-member bench says law colleges should
produce lawyers instead of munshis (menial workers) [4].

Summarizing the mentioned above, it has to be said that legal education in
Pakistan is on the stage of reforms, also, the state power works to improve it. Of
course, some changes need time to be implemented, at the same time they have
to be made to develop strong protection of human rights and freedoms in the
state.
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KOMOJU®IKALISA I DPATMEHTAPHICTD
Y COEPI CYYACHOI BUIIIOI OCBITH

JIroguHa 1 ocBITa CHOTOAHI € HEBIJ €MHHMMH OJHE B1J OJHOI'O, OCTaHHS 3
SAKUX € YMOBOIO, 3aCO00M, IHCTPYMEHTOM coIliaibHOi peanizaii mepmioi. XXI
CTOJITTA Y c(epi OCBITH CTHUKAETHCA 3 TAKMMHU BUKJIMKAMU, MPO SIKI HABITH HE
3I0TayBajucs TorepeHi enoxu. [{i BUKIMKU € KOHKPETU3AIlI€r CEPHo3HUX
CBITOIJISIIHUX, €KOHOMIYHHUX, COLIAJbHO-TIOJITUYHUX 1 KYyJIbTYPHUX 3MIH, SIKi
XapakTepHi mis choroaeHHs. CydacHe JIOACTBO HE MOXE YABHUTH cebe 0e3
OCBITM SIK sBUINA, Tak 1 sk mpouecy. [lo-mepiie, ocBiTa acoIitoeThes 13
[IMBUII30BAHICTIO 1 KyJIbTypHICTIO. [lo-mpyre, B 3HauYHIM KITBKOCTI BHUIIAJIKIB,
OCBITA € 3aMIOPYKOIO0 3a0€31eUeHOr0 MaiiOyTHHOTO.

[Ilo BimOyBaeThcs ChOroAHI Y cepi BUIOI OCBITH Ha TepeHax YKpaiHu?
OcoOMMBICTIO CYy4acHOTO €Tally PO3BUTKY BHUIIOI OCBITH € ii KOMepIliani3aiis,
sKa oJiepkaia KpacuBy Ha3By komonudikaii (Big anr. commodity — mpeamer
CrioXHBaHHsI, ToBap; commodity production — ToBapHe BUpOOHHMIITBO). Buia
OCBITa CBHOTOJIHI — IIe, IIBHJIIE, HAOIp «OCBITHIX MOCIyIr», a HE MpOoIleC
cpopMyBaHHﬂ MUCJICHHS 1 3HaHb Yy CTYJICHTIB. TOBapI/IBaHiSI MPAKTUYHO YCIX
cycnuibHUX cdep (OCBITH, HAYKH, MEIUIIMHY Ta 1H.) € OJTHOYACHO PE3yIhTaTOM
1 MPUYMHOIO TIUOOKHX KYyJIbTYPHO-aHTPOIOJOTIYHUX 3MIH B 00JyacTi
FYMaHITQpHUX TEXHOJOTd (QOpMyBaHHS OCOOMCTOCTI —  coLiaji3alli,
inenTudikamii, 1HKynbTypamii. OcBiTa BUSBWIACA OJIHIEIO 13 HAWOLIbII

137



