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INTRODUCTION
"Fundamentals of Law" is the obligatory discipline in the cycle of humanitarian and socio-economic disciplines in higher educational institutions of our country. It is very important to study "Fundamentals of law" because it is the basis to train professionals, improve general theoretical knowledge and a student’s world view.
To study "Fundamentals of Law" well a student must analyze and prepare general theory of a state and law and different fields of law. It is very important to understand theory of a state because every country in the world may be characterized according to its form of a state. Theory of law gives an opportunity for a student to understand the concepts of law according to different approaches, legal relations and their structure, an offence and legal responsibility. It is possible to say that general theory of a state and law promotes students’ deeper understanding of a state as a mechanism that works for every person in a state and uses norms of law as social regulators to make a regime of legality and satisfy legal interests of every person in a society. Such an attitude forms students’ respect to a state as a social organization and law as an instrument to provide stability and normal development. Also it improves consciousness of students in the sphere of law, their understanding of a special role of a state and law to form and protect normal conditions to live for every subject of legal relations. At the same time studying of such fields of law as civil, criminal, family, constitutional, administrative, labor etc. except theoretical gives practical information for students that they can use in their real life in the future. Every student, for example, gets knowledge about voting process in Ukraine, functions and structure of the system of bodies of state power, types of contracts and some special conditions to conclude every of them in a right form, procedures of inheritance, marriage, divorce, guardianship, punishment for different types of crimes according to circumstances that mitigate and aggravate criminal responsibility, amnesty, legislative clemency etc. 

The proposed Methodical recommendations for students of non-law institutions pay attention of every student to prepare important aspects in the limits of every theme. To study "Fundamentals of Law" a student must use not just lectures but legislative acts of Ukraine, manuals, monographs, scientific articles etc. The requirements for self-study of "Fundamentals of law" are not exhaustive and do not limit students in their own approaches to learn the themes of the discipline.

MODULE 1. Fundamentals of law
Theme 1. Fundamentals of theory of a state
Plan
1. A form of a state.

2. A legal state and a civil society.
Methodical recommendations
1. To answer the first question a student must tell about a concept “a form of a state” according to its tree elements and explain every of them. It is obligatory to mention that this concept consists of a form of state rule, a form of a state territorial system, a form of a state political regime.

Also a student must call types of every part of a form of a state and explain differences between them. Telling about a form of a state rule, a student must cover the difference between a monarchy and a republic. Also it is needed to say about the types of monarchies that are unlimited (absolute) and limited (constitutional) monarchies. A student must tell about details of three types of republics that are parliamentary, presidential and mixed republics.

Telling about a form of a state territorial system, a student must open the types of this form and explain the difference about a unitary and a complicated state. Also a student must pay his attention and explain notions of a federation, a confederation and an empire.

To open the third element of a form of a state a student must tell about the difference between democratic and undemocratic political regimes and explain their types. Also it is needed to tell about a form of a state in Ukraine.
2. To answer the second question a student must tell about concepts of a legal state and a civil society. The first notion may be understood as a state in which the law dominates, citizens are under reliable legal defense in this state, there is mutual responsibility between a person and a state. It is also obligatory for a student to mention the main attributes of a legal state that are - domination of the law in public and state life, supremacy of the law; domination of folk sovereignty; - fundamental human rights are fixed in a constitution and other legal documents; state power is divided into legislative, executive and judicial etc.

To open a concept “a civil society” a student must understand that it may be defined as a society of citizens with the high level of economic, social, political, culture and moral properties. The main attributes of a civil society must be explained too. It is also obligatory to admit by students that Ukraine is a legal state and its society at the stage to form a civil society.
Literature: [1]; [29]; [34]; [36]; [41]; [42]; [43].

Questions for self-check
     1. What is the structure of a form of a state?

2.
What is the difference between a monarchy and a republic?

3.
What is the difference between a unitary and a complicated state?

4.
What is the difference between a democratic and an undemocratic state political regime?

5.
What is the type of a society lives in a legal state?
Theme 2. Fundamentals of theory of law
Plan
1. A composition of an offence and types of offences. 
2. A notion, aim, functions, grounds (reasons) and types of legal responsibility.
Methodical recommendations

1. To answer the first question a student must admit that an offence is a publicly dangerous or harmful, guilty, wrong act of a subject, who has legal personality, and an offence breaks legal rules.

A student must explain a composition of an offence and every part of its. It is obligatory to tell about four elements of an offence that are an object of an offence; - an objective side of an offence; - a subject of an offence; - a subjective side of an offence.

Types of offences must be presented as a crime and a misconduct. A student must explain every of them and the difference between them. A crime must be understood as a publicly dangerous, guilty, illegitimate action of a subject, who has full legal capability, which breaks the legal rules, and criminal juridical responsibility comes for such actions. A misconduct may be explained as a harmful offence which does not present large public danger. Also types of misconducts must be admitted and explained (disciplinary, civil, administrative).
2. Giving the answer to the second question, a student must tell about a concept of legal responsibility and its types. It must be admitted that legal responsibility is a duty to be responsible for violation of rules of behavior. But it may be positive or negative. In a positive value legal responsibility is implementation of duties before a society and a state by a person. It means that there is no negative responsibility when the behaviour of a person does not break the law. Rewards or bonuses are the examples of positive legal responsibility. Negative legal responsibility must be understood as consequences after a person has done an offence.

A student must explain types of negative legal responsibility that are criminal, civil, administrative, constitutional, disciplinary, international and property responsibility of workers for offences at their working places.
Literature: [1]; [2]; [3], [5]; [29]; [34]; [36]; [41]; [42]; [43].
Questions for self-check
1. What is a composition of an offence?
2. What types of offences do you know?
3. What is legal responsibility?
4. What are negative and posotive types of legal responsibility?
5. What types of negative responsibility do you know?
Theme 3. Fundamentals of Constitutional law of Ukraine
Plan
1. Citizenship of Ukraine. 
2. Judicial power of Ukraine, legal status of a judge.

Methodical recommendations

1. To answer the first question a student must open a concept of citizenship, the conditions to get and lose it according to the Constitution of Ukraine and the Law of Ukraine on Citizenship. Citizenship must be understood as the special legal connection between a state and a person. Students must know that the legislation of Ukraine on citizenship is based on the following principles: 1) single citizenship - the citizenship of Ukraine that excludes the possibility of existence of citizenship of administrative territorial units of Ukraine; 2) prevention of statelessness; 3) impossibility to deprive the citizen of Ukraine of citizenship of Ukraine; 4) recognition of the right of the citizen of Ukraine to change citizenship; 5) impossibility to obtain and terminate the citizenship of Ukraine automatically; 6) equality of citizens of Ukraine before law irrespective of grounds, procedure and moment of obtaining the citizenship of Ukraine; 7) preservation of the citizenship of Ukraine regardless of place of residence of the citizen of Ukraine. Also a student must know about reasons to lose the citizenship of Ukraine and admit that the citizenship of Ukraine must be terminated, due to: 1) withdrawal of the citizenship of Ukraine. A citizen of Ukraine may withdraw of the citizenship of Ukraine upon his/her petition. If the child's parents withdraw of the citizenship of Ukraine, upon petition of one of them the child may withdraw of the citizenship of Ukraine together with the parents. The children from 14 to 18 years old may withdraw of the citizenship of Ukraine only with their consent; 2) loss of the citizenship of Ukraine; 3) reasons envisaged by the international agreements of Ukraine. 

Also a student must know about conditions to get citizenship of Ukraine for a foreigner and tell that to obtain citizenship on the basis of the above reasons the person must: - recognize and observe the Constitution of Ukraine and the laws of Ukraine; - undertake to terminate foreign citizenship or not to have foreign citizenship; - live on legal basis on the territory of Ukraine during the last five years; - obtain permit to permanent residence in Ukraine; - speak state language or understand it in volume sufficient for communication. This condition may not apply to the persons who have physical impairments (blind, deaf, dumb); - have legal sources of existence. This condition must not apply to the persons who have refuge status or shelter in Ukraine.
2. Giving the answer to the second question, students must investigate and understand the judicial system of Ukraine and condition to become a judge. It is obligatory to know that Ukraine’s judicial system is made up of courts of general jurisdiction and the Constitutional Court of Ukraine. Courts of general jurisdiction form the unified system of courts. The Constitutional Court of Ukraine is the single body of constitutional jurisdiction in Ukraine.

According to the Constitution of Ukraine, the system of courts of general jurisdiction is designed on the principles of territorial division and specialization. The judicial system of Ukraine consists of four levels of courts of general jurisdiction, as follows: Local Courts, Courts of appeal, High courts with specialized jurisdiction, the Supreme Court of Ukraine.

A student must call the conditions for a person to became a judge and tell that just a citizen of Ukraine who is over twenty five years old, has higher legal education and not less than a three-year working experience in the field of law, who resides in Ukraine for not less than ten years and speaks official language may be a judge.
Literature: [1]; [7]; [8]; [9]; [10]; [11]; [12]; [35]; [40]; [48].

Questions for self-check
1. What is citizenship?
2. What are conditions to get the citizenship of Ukraine for a foreigner?
3. What are conditions to lose citizenship of Ukraine?
4. What is judicial system of Ukraine?
5. What are condition to become a judge in Ukraine?
Theme 4. Fundamentals of Administrative law of Ukraine
Plan
1. A composition of an administrative offence.
2. Types of administrative penalties.
3. Types of administrative penalties for a minor.

Methodical recommendations

1. Preparing the first question a student must define an administrative offence and its composition. The mentioned notion may be understood as an unlawful, guilty (deliberate or negligent) act or failure to act, which infringes on public order, property, citizens’ rights and liberties, or established procedure of management, and for which administrative liability is provided for in the law. Students must must explain a composition of an administrative offence and every part of its. It is obligatory to tell about four elements of an administrative offence that are an object of an administrative offence; - an objective side of an administrative offence; - a subject of an administrative offence; -  a subjective side of an administrative offence. 
2. To answer the second question a student must call and explaine every type of administrative penalties according to the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences. A student must tell about the following administrative penalties: 1) warning; 2) fine; 3) paid seizure of the item that was the instrument of committing an administrative offense or its direct object; 4) forfeiture: of the item that was the instrument of committing an administrative offense or its direct object; of the monies received due to committing an administrative offense; 5) deprival of a special right granted to the citizen concerned (the right of driving, the right of hunting); 6) correctional labor; 7) administrative arrest.
3. Giving the answer to the third question a student must call and explaine the types of  administrative penalties for minor that are: - warning; - fine; -  correctional works; -  confiscation; -  paid withdrawal of object. It is onligatory to fix that administrative arrest is not used for minors. 
Also a student must know and explaine the measures of education influence for minors that can be used for them that are: - obligation to ask an apology of victim in publicly or in other form; - warning; - reprimand or severe reprimand; - transmission a minor under a supervision of a minor’s parents or a person who replace them or under a supervision of a pedagogical or labour collective after their consent, and also separate citizens, on their request.

Literature: [1]; [2]; [22]; [23]; [46].
Questions for self-check
1. What are elements of the composition of an administrative offence?
2. What are types of administrative penalties?
3. What are types of administrative penalties for minors?

4. What is administrative arrest and is it used for minors?

5. What are measures of education influence can be used for minors? 
Theme 5. Fundamentals of Civil law of Ukraine
Plan
1. Types of contracts according to the Civil Code of Ukraine.
2. Types of heirs that have no right to inherit.

Methodical recommendations

1. Preparing the first question, a student must define a contract and its types. A contract should be understood as an agreement between two or more parties targeted at the establishment, change, or termination of civil rights and responsibilities. A student must explain the following types of agreements: - according to the term: for a fixed period and permanent; - according to the payment: payment and gratis; - according to the content: contract of purchase-sale, contract of donation, contract of lease etc.; - according to the form of conclusion: verbal, in writing (simple written and notarial valid); - according to the division of rights and duties: unilateral (one sided), bilateral and multilateral; - according to the moment of acquisition of legal force: real and consensus. It is obligatory to admit that the Civil Code of Ukraine regulates more than 20 different types of contracts.
2. To answer this question a student must explain conditions according to which a person who is an heir can not get inheritance. It is obligatory to mention that according to the Civil code of Ukraine there are next cases when a person has no right to inherit: - a person, who intentionally killed a testator or somebody of possible heirs or attempted their lives; - a person, who intentionally hindered a testator to create, change or abolish a testament, when such actions promoted (assisted) to the origin of the right to inherit for this person or for other people or increased their parts of inheritance; - parents after a child, when in relation to this child they were deprived their paternal rights, and their rights were not renewed to the moment of opening of inheritance; - parents (or adopters) and adult children (or adopted), and also other people, who avoided of the implementation of the duties to care about a testator, if this circumstance was set by a court; - people one by one, when marriage between them is illegal (ineffective) or declared as ineffective in the decision of a court; - a person, who avoided of help to a testator, who because of his or her old age, his or her grave illness or his or her physical injury was in the helpless position.
Literature: [1]; [3]; [18]; [19]; [30]; [31]; [47].
Questions for self-check
1. What types of contracts according to the Civil Code of Ukraine do you know?

2. What is a sales contract?

3. What is a gift contract?

4. What is the difference between a gift contract and a testament? 

5. What types of heirs that have no right to get inheritance do you know?

Theme 6. Fundamentals of Family law of Ukraine
Plan

1. Grounds for deprivation of parental rights.

2. Personal non-property rights and duties of parents and children.
Methodical recommendations

1. To answer the first question a student must admit that a court may deprive the mother, the father of parental rights if he/she: 1) has not taken the child away from the maternity home or any other health institution without valid reasons and within six months did not care about the child; 2) avoids discharging his/her responsibilities to educate the child;  3) treats the child in a brutal manner; 4) is a chronic alcoholic or drug addict; 5) has recourse to the child’s exploitation, involves him/her in begging and vagrancy; 6) has been convicted for committing an intentional crime against the child. Also students must know that a mother, a father may be deprived of the parental rights in relation of all of their children or some of them. Students must explain legal consequences of parental rights deprivation and admit that a person: 1) loses his/her personal non-property rights in respect of the child and is released from responsibilities to educate the child; 2) terminates being legal representative of the child; 3) loses the rights for benefits given by the State to families with children; 4) may not be an adopter, custodian or caretaker of the child; 5) may not acquire in the future property rights arising from parentage, which he/she could have been entitled to in case of his/her inability to work (right to maintenance from children, right to an old-age benefit and reparation of the damage in case of loss of the breadwinner, succession right); 6) loses other rights arising from the affiliation to the child. 

2. Giving the answer to the second question a student must admit that a mother and a father assume equal rights and responsibilities in respect of the child irrespectively of whether they were married to each other or not. Children assume equal rights and responsibilities in respect of their parents irrespectively of whether their parents were married to each other or not. Also students must know that a child’s mother and a father married to each other must have the responsibility to take the child away from the maternity home or any other health institution. Also a student must admit that parents must register the child’s birth in the public civil status act registration authority without delay but not later than one month after the child has been born. Disregard of this responsibility constitutes the ground for them to be brought to responsibility prescribed by law. Parents must give a name, a surname and a patronymic  for their child. Students must explain rights and duties of parents and children. It must be said that parents must educate the child in the spirit of respect for the rights and freedoms of the others, love to his/her family and relatives, people and Motherland. Parents must have the duty to care of the child’s health, his/her physical, spiritual and moral development. Parents must ensure that the child obtains full general secondary education and must prepare him/her to making his/her own life. Also students must know that parents must pay respect for the child, giving the child to other persons for education does not release the parents from their responsibility to care about him/her. Students must admit that any exploitation of the child by parents is prohibited, and physical punishment of the child by the parents, as well as other inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment are prohibited. Also students must understand that parents have the right to choose forms and methods of the child’s education unless they are contrary to law and morals of the society. 

Literature: [1]; [4]; [24]; [37]; [38]; [50].

Questions for self-check
1. What are grounds for deprivation of parental rights?

2. What are legal consequences of parental rights deprivation?

3. What are personal non-property rights and duties of parents and children?

4. It is possible to use physical punishment or exploitation of a child by parents?

5. Is it  possible to choose forms and methods of the child’s education by parents?

Theme 7. Fundamentals of Labor law of Ukraine
Plan

1. Rest time.

2. Annual leaves.

Methodical recommendations

1. Giving the answer to the first question a student must define “rest time” and its types. It is obligatory to explain break for rest and meal, days-off, uninterrupted weekly rest period, types of official holidays and non-working days. A student must admit that employees must be provided with break for rest and meal lasting not more than two hours. The break must not be included into working hours. Also students must know that at five-day working week employees must be provided with two days-off per week, and at six-day working week – with one day-off. A student must explain that uninterrupted weekly rest period must be at least forty two hours. Also students must call the official holidays and non-working days. Students must know and explain that at enterprises, in institutions or organizations where the work may not be interrupted on common day-off in connection with the necessity to service population (shops, public service establishments, theatres, museums, etc), work on day-off may be compensated for as agreed by the parties by providing another rest day or in monetary form in double amount.  

2. To answer the second question a student must admit that citizens having labour relations with enterprises, institutions or organizations irrespective of ownership form, kind of activity and industry, as well as those working under labour contract with individual must be provided with annual (basic and additional) leaves with preservation of workplace (office) and salary for their periods. A student must fix that annual basic leave must be given to employees for the period of at least 24 calendar days per working year worked to be calculated as from the date of entering into labour contract. Persons aged under eighteen years old shall be given annual basic leave for the period of 31 calendar day. For particular categories of employees legislation of Ukraine may provide for other annual basic leave period. To explain annual additional leaves students must tell that annual additional leaves must be given to employees: 1) for work with harmful and severe working conditions;  2) for specific character of work;  3) in other cases prescribed by legislation.  

Literature: [1]; [6]; [25]; [44]; [45].

Questions for self-check
1. What is rest time?

2. What types of rest time according to the Labour Code of Ukraine do you know?

3. What types of official holidays in Ukraine do you know?

4. How can you define annual leaves? 

5. What types of annual leaves do you know?

Theme 8. Fundamentals of Criminal law of Ukraine
Plan

1. Guilt and its forms.
2. Circumstances that exclude criminality of an act.
Methodical recommendations

1. To answer the first question a student must define “guilt” and explain its types. Guilt must be understood as a mental stance of a person in regard to the performed act or omission under the Criminal Code of Ukraine and to the consequences thereof, as expressed in the form of intent or recklessness. Also students must see the difference between them. A student must be capable to explain that an intent may be direct or indirect its types. It must be explain that the intent is direct where a person was conscious of the socially injurious nature of his/her act (action or omission), anticipated its socially injurious consequences, and wished them. But the intent is indirect where a person was conscious of the socially injurious nature of his/her act (action or omission), foresaw it's socially injurious consequences, and anticipated, though did not wish them. Also a student must explain that recklessness is subdivided into criminal presumption and criminal negligence. Students must fix that recklessness is held to be criminal presumption where a person anticipated that his/her act (action or omission) may have socially injurious consequences but carelessly expected to avoid them. But recklessness is held to be criminal negligence where a person did not anticipate that his/her act (action or omission) may have socially injurious consequences, although ought to and could anticipate them.
2. To answer the second question a student must define and explain circumstances that exclude criminality of an act. Students must explain the next types of acts that may be called as mentioned above: necessary defence, misread defence, apprehending of the offender, extreme necessity, physical or mental coercion, obeying an order or command, an act involving risk. Students must understand clearly and explain the difference between necessary defence and extreme necessity. The first must be understood as actions taken to defend the legally protected rights and interests of the defending person or another person, and also public interests and interests of the state, against a socially dangerous trespass, by inflicting such harm upon the trespasser as is necessary and sufficient in a given situation to immediately avert or stop the trespass, provided the limits of the necessary defence are not exceeded. To explain the second definition a student must say that infliction of harm to legally protected interests in circumstances of extreme necessity, that is to prevent an imminent danger to a person or legally protected rights of that person or other persons, and also public interests or interests of the state, shall not be a criminal offence, where the danger could not be prevented by other means and where the limits of extreme necessity were not exceeded.
Literature: [1]; [5]; [20]; [21]; [26]; [27]; [39]; [49].
Questions for self-check
1. What is guilt?

2. What types of guilt do you know?

3. What circumstances that exclude criminality of an act according to the Criminal Code do you know?

4. What is the difference between necessary defence and extreme necessity?

5. Is exceeding of limits of necessary defence or extreme necessity a crime?

Theme 9. Fundamentals of law-enforcement and 

law-protective activities in Ukraine
Plan

1. Notariate.
2. Security Service of Ukraine.

Methodical recommendations
1. To answer the first question a student must explain that according to the Law “On Notariate” notariate are a system of bodies and officials obliged to: - certify rights; - certify facts that have legal force; - perform other notary actions provided for by this Law with the purpose of giving them legal force. Students must admit that in Ukraine notary operations must be accomplished by state notaries, private notaries or officials of executive bodies of local (village, settlement, city) councils, if there are no notaries therein. Students must understand that notary operations abroad are performed by Ukrainian consular establishments and diplomatic representative offices. Also a student must know that in some cases certification of wills and letters of attorney may be performed by: - doctors on duty of hospitals, sanatoriums; - captains of sea vessels sailing under Ukrainian flag; - chiefs of reconnaissance, arctic expeditions; - commanders of military units and military educational institutions; - chiefs of imprisoning. Students must explain conditions for a person to become a notary: - a person must be a citizen of Ukraine; - have higher legal education (university, academy, institute); - work on probation during 6 months in a state notary office or at private notary's; - pass qualification exam and get certificate permitting notary activities performance. Also it must be admitted that a person who has unspent convictions shall not be a notary.

2. Giving the answer for to the second question a student must define “Security Service of Ukraine” as a state law-enforcement special purpose body which ensures state security of Ukraine, subordinates to the President of Ukraine and is under control of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Also students must tell about the structure and tasks of this service. Students must explain the main tasks Ukrainian Security Service that are: - carry out intelligence activity in compliance with the law; - uncover, stop and disclosure the crimes which investigation is referred by the legislation to Ukrainian Security Service competence; perform inquiry and investigation on these cases; search the persons who hide due to accomplishment of the above crimes; - ensure protection of Ukrainian state sovereignty, constitutional system and territorial integrity  from illegal encroachment of separate persons and their unions; - prevent crimes in the sphere of state security in accordance with the legislation;- participate in elaboration and carrying out measures concerning physical defense of nuclear plants, materials, waste, other sources of ionizing radiation as well as in conducting control over admission to basic works etc. Students must know that in order to fulfill imposed on them duties Security Service of Ukraine, its service and staff shall have right to: - enter the territory and official premises of enterprises and organizations in the procedure agreed with their administration, headquarters of military units; - conduct open and secret measures in the procedure set by the Law of Ukraine “On Operational Investigation Activity”; - co-operate with Ukrainian citizens and other persons also on contractual basis adhering therein to voluntary and confidential conditions of these relations; - for the sake of intelligence service, counterespionage and operational investigation activity create informational systems and keep operational record in amount and procedure determined by the tasks imposed on the Ukrainian Security Service by this Law;- according to the current legislation give arms to the persons under protection in case of danger to their life and health as well as special means of individual protection and inform them about danger, etc.

Literature: [1]; [13]; [14], [15]; [16] [17]; [18]; [28]; [33].

Questions for self-check
     1. What is notariate?

     2. What are function of a notary?

     3. What is needed for a person to become a notary?

     4. What is Security Service of Ukraine?

     5. What are tasks of Security Service of Ukraine?
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