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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION LAWS AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF
HUMAN RIGHTS: COMPARATIVE CHARACTERISTIC OF
INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION

The harmonious balance between the freedom of information laws of
person and restriction of this right in the interests of state and national order is
one of the main tasks of any democratic state in modern informational society.

The freedom of information is a guaranteed right of every person to receive
an information directly from public authorities, their institutions and
organizations about their activities, events in the state, society or the
environment, from private legal entities, socially meaningful information about
their activity and opportunity to get acquainted with the information.

According to the Art. 19-2 and 19-3 of International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which was adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on 19 December 1966 everyone shall have the right to freedom of
expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas of all kinds, regard less of frontiers, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article
carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to
certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are
necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order, or of public
health or morals [1].

Freedom of information laws allow access by the general public to data
held by national governments. In many countries there are constitutional
guarantees for the right of access to information, but these are usually unused if
specific support legislation does not exist.

The Constitution of Ukraine guarantees the right to freedom of thought and
speech, to the free expression of their views and convictions for everyone.
Everyone has the right to collect, store, use and disseminate information orally,
in writing or in another way, of his or her choice freely.

In the Law “On Information” (Article 2) Ukraine defines the basic
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principles of information relations, which are:

guarantee of the right to information;

openness, accessibility of information, freedom of exchange information;

reliability and completeness of information;

freedom of expression and belief;

the legality of the receipt, use, distribution, storage and information
security;

the protection of the person from interference in her personal and family
life [3].

Also the law “On Access to Public Information” declares principles of
ensuring access to public information which are:

1) transparency and openness of the activities of subjects of power;

2) free receipt, distribution and any other use of information provided or
disclosed in accordance with this Law, in addition to restrictions established by
law;

3) equality, regardless of the characteristics of race, political, religious or
other beliefs, sex, ethnic or social origin, property status, place of residence,
language or other characteristics [4].

However, the implementation of these rights may be restricted by law in the
interests of national security, territorial integrity or public order in order to
prevent disturbances or crimes, to protect public health, to protect the reputation
or rights of others. People, to prevent disclosure of information obtained
confidentially or to maintaining authority and impartiality of justice (Article 34)
[2].

European civil society groups working on the right of access to information
today raised concerns that a lack of government transparency is damaging
democratic processes, thereby facilitating rising mistrust and demagogic
populism in Europe.

Over 100 countries around the world have implemented some form of
freedom of information legislation [5]. Sweden’s Freedom of the Press Act of
1766 is the oldest in the world [6]. Other countries are working towards
introducing such laws, and many regions of countries with national legislation
have local laws.

Since 2016 UNESCO marks 28 September as the “International Day for
Universal Access to Information” (IDUAI), following the adoption of a
resolution (38 C/70) declaring 28 September of every year as International Day
for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) [7]. In 2019, World Information
Day will be held on November 29th.

Literature
1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 19 December 1966 (Pdf) //
https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%20999/volume-999-i-14668-
english.pdf.

49



2. Constitution of Ukraine // Bulletin of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2016,
No. 28, p. 532.

3. On information. Law of Ukraine // Bulletin of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
(VVR), 1992, No. 48, p.650.

4. On Access to Public Information. Law of Ukraine // Bulletin of the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine (VVR), 2011, No. 32, Article 314.

5. Access to Information Laws: Overview and Statutory Goals //
https://www.right2info.org/access-to-information-laws/access-to-information-
laws#_ftnref7.

6. The World’s First Freedom of Information Act" (PDF). //
https://web.archive.org/web/20120305004359/http://www.access-
info.org/documents/ Access_Docs/Thinking/Get_Connected/worlds_first_foia.pdf

7. International Day for  Universal Access to Information //
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/accesstoinformationday

YK 340.014.15 (043.2)
I'onoBko C.I'., K.1.H., JOIICHT,
HamionaneHuii aBianiiinuii yHiBepcuret, M. KuiB, Ykpaina

3AKOHOJIABYE 3ABE3NEYEHHS IHHOBAIIMHOT'O PO3BUTKY
YHIBEPCUTETCBHKOI OCBITH B YMOBAX IHOOPMATHU3ALI

BaxmBoro (i10copCchko-METOA0IOTTHHO OCHOBOIO PO30Y/I0BH CUCTEMU
cyqaCHO'l' BUILIOI OCBITM B yMOBax iH(bopMaTI/Baui'i CYCHiJIBCTBa € 1
1HHOBALIMHUI PO3BUTOK. Y LEOMY KOHTEKCT1 OCBITHSI AISUTbHICTh BU3HAETHCS
JIEPIKABOIO K BOKIMBUA 1 OCHOBHMH 3aci0 QopMyBaHHS I[YXOBHOI Ta
IHTENEKTyalbHOI cep HOBOrO MOKOJIHHS FPOMAJIAH YKpaiHHu, Kl U CKIaIyTh
MOTEHIIIaJl IHHOBAIIMHOTO CycHijbHOro po3BUTKY [1]. IIpu 1ibomMmy 0coOIHMBOTO
3Ha4YEeHHS HAO0yBa€ MPaBOBUI BUMIP OKPECICHOTO MUTAHHSI.

[IpobieMa yIOCKOHAJIGHHS CHUCTEMM BHUILOI OCBITHM B YKpaiHi K YMOBa
BUPIIICHHSI MPIOPUTETHUX 3aBJaHb 1HHOBAIIMHOIO COI1AJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHOIO
PO3BUTKY KpaiHu Oyna MigHSATa Ha MapiaaMeHTChKuX ciyxaHHsx «lIpo crad 1
NEPCIEKTUBU PO3BUTKY BHIIOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi», siki BigOymnucs 13 TpaBHs
2004 poky [4]. V pexkoMeHnamisX, TPUUHATUX 3a pe3yibTaTaMu iX poOOTH,
3a3Havyaiocs, IO TJ00abHI 3MIHM B CYCIHUIBHO-€KOHOMIYHOMY PO3BUTKY
3YMOBJIFOIOTh HEOOX1THICTh OHOBJICHHS BUIIO1 OCBITH B YKpaiHi, M ABUILICHHS ii
SKOCTI, MPUBEACHHS Y BIAMOBIAHICTD 13 CTPYKTYPOIO MOTPEO PUHKY Mpalli.

Crpumyrounmu (pakTopamMu PO3BUTKY BHINOI OCBITU OyJI0 BHU3HAYCHO
BIJICYTHICTh HayKOBO OOTPYHTOBAHUX KPUTEPIiB 1i MaTepialbHO-TEXHIYHOIO Ta
¢diHaHcoBoro 3abesneuveHHs. J|OCTaTHRO MIMPOKE OCBITSHCHKE 3aKOHOJABCTBO
HE 3a0e3nedyBalio peaﬂi3auifo peryiasTUBHUX (YHKI[IH 1HHOBAIIHHOTO
PO3BHUTKY HayKH Ta ocBiTu. Came TOMy cepejl OCHOBHHUX MEXaHI3MIB peai3arlii
CTparerii 1HHOBAIIMHOTO PO3BUTKY BHUIIO1 OCBITU OyJIO BU3HAYEHO OHOBJICHHS
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