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The essence and features of sustainable tourism development in rural areas of Ukraine have been shown in the paper. Definitions of agritourism and rural tourism notions have been given. Their role in solving socio-economic and environmental problems has been determined. 
INTRODUCTION

Today the issue of harmonization and ecological sustainable development of rural regions takes important place in our life, especially as they play the key role in the provision of state food security. But a range of socio-economic and especially environmental problems interfere with implementation of main principles of sustainable development. The solution of these problems calls for new alternative mechanisms of rural area renovation and guaranteed development of private agriculture. Tourist industry is referred to such mechanisms; today it dynamically develops in rural area and has environmentally sound character. Therefore, based on international experience, investigation of this issue is urgent and it needs further implementation in our state [1].

OBJECT AND METHODS OF investigation
The object of investigation is tourist industry and conditions of its development in rural area.
Such analytical methods as synthesis, forecast, generalization and statistical method have been used in the study.

The aim of investigation: to determine the role of tourist activity in sustainable development of rural areas and the main principles and essence of rural tourism and agritourism in the process of conversion to sustainable development. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Today the problems of sustainable development of rural areas become increasingly important, as their functioning determines the development pattern of the whole agricultural sector of Ukraine and the provision of its food security. In Ukraine appearance of these problems is provoked by a number of socio-economic and environmental problems:
- unsteady development of agrosphere;

- increase of technogenic pressure on agroecosystem;

- low living standard of rural population;
- degradation and disappearance of rural settlements;

- migration of rural population;
- backwardness of social and productional infrastructures and their agricultural orientation.

Taking into account the complex situation in rural areas of our state the need for investigation of alternative mechanisms and their courses of development on the principles of stability has been set. 
It is well known that solely agricultural activity can’t satisfy all needs of rural population and provide proper standards and quality of life. Non-agricultural activities take increasingly significant place in rural areas, and one of them is agritourism industry.  
Agritourism is well developed in European countries and quite popular in Ukraine lately, which is caused by
- rising demand of Ukrainian citizens and foreigners for recreation within relatively non-transformed and clean country;

- uniqueness of cultural heritage of Ukrainian village;
- diversity of nature tourism resources;

-  ecological compatibility of rural area;
- availability of free and relatively low-cost housing resources in Ukrainian villages;
- availability of unemployed human resources;

- traditional hospitality of rural population;
- possibility of additional service package with excursions, walkings, ride, fishing, hunting, collecting mushrooms and berries [2].   

In foreign countries rural tourism and agritourism are constitutive part of complex socio-economic development of village and agriculture, EU countries consider them the main factor for economic growth of rural areas. These positions are topical for Ukraine, where both rural tourism and agritourism can play role of accelerator of structural economic reconstruction, provide demographic stability and solve other problems in rural area.

Organization of agritourism was studied by R. Butler (1998) [3], H. Derek (2000) [2], M. Barke (2004) [4], R. Sharpley (2004) [5], L. Roberts (2004) [5], M. (2006), Przezbrska (2006) [6] and others. Some of them define the terms “rural tourism” and “agritourism”, and common definitions of these terms aren’t formulated yet.

We assume that rural tourism is active (walking, excursion, sport game, fishing, hunting, etc) or passive tourist activity, which is directly organized within the rural area, with habitation in rural building, acquaintance with nature resources, rural customs and life.

Agritourism is a sort of rural tourism, which is notable for organization of recreational activity within the territory of acting private farm and it includes

- participation in farm works (planting, cultivation and gathering of crop, looking after animals, their feeding and pasturing, etc.) and theme (folk) events and festivals;
- acquaintance with work of villagers and craftsmen, consumption of traditionally cooked dishes;
- walking, riding, hunting, fishing, gathering of medicinal plants, mushrooms, berries.

Those types of tourism can be referred to practically environmentally safe types of tourist activities, because their development makes it possible to protect natural, historical, cultural heritage, as well as to provide environmental education, welfare, health of both villagers and tourists [1].
The grounds of agritourism development also include its relative environmental safety, because agritourism is aimed at 
- respect of natural systems, cultural heritage and integrity of environment;
- minimal exploitation of non-renewable resources;

- consumption of renewable resources not faster than nature can renew them;

- minimization of pollution and other negative effects on environment.

The organization of agritourism depends considerably on proper infrastructure, which includes:
 - accommodation (usually, village houses, farms, bartons, cottages);

- civil engineering infrastructure (lighting, heating, telephone, Internet, roads, water supply, in other words, everything that creates comfort for tourists);

- production infrastructure (oriented to folk trades and making typical regional souvenirs, cooking traditional dishes, organization of various agricultural activities for tourists, namely, harvesting, looking after animals, pasturing, etc.);

- social infrastructure (community centers, cinemas, carnivals, fairs and exhibitions).
  

Fig. 1. Benefits and significance of agritourism development.
Infrastructure in agritourism has primary aim to create maximally comfortable, environmentally favorable conditions for habitation of tourists, and also minimal impact on environment.

To provide high quality service owners of farmstead have to care about
- material and technical quality of tourism product (e.g., size and furniture of rooms, household appliances, water closet, etc);

- abstract emotional quality (level of service).

First of all it is caused by the fact that tourists and excursionists visiting rural area wish to enjoy beauty of nature, therefore rural landscapes must have attractive and aesthetically acceptable appearance. 
Environmental condition of territory plays important role in organization of agritourism. Therefore village community has to maintain environmental condition in conformity with sanitary hygienic standards; properly treat wastes within the village territory, use energy-saving technologies; keep aesthetically acceptable appearance of houses, streets, gardens; provide proper planting; provide the rural territory with waste containers for wastes sorting; etc.
Development and organization of agritourism is inseparably linked to the functioning of private farms, which are simultaneously the place for accommodation, the main interest for tourists and the manufacturer of plant and animal products, which are used for feeding of both guests and owners. 
Increase of agricultural production volume at farmstead with relatively little area for the provision of tourist needs may result in growing anthropogenic pressure on rural areas and lead to their overload.
Unfortunately, the reliable information about agroecological condition of soils, quality of crop production, drinking water, atmospheric air and sanitary state of land of private farms involved in agritourism is currently absent in many regions of our country. 

It’s known that agricultural technologies applied at rural areas often don’t enable production of food products complying with medical-biological requirements, and lack of proper control over environmental state and production quality increases negative effects on rural population.   
Therefore the first stage of conducting research for determination of agricultural lands suitability for environmentally safe production is the assessment of agroecological condition of territories.
This research gives full characteristics of current agroecological condition of rural areas, which provide organization and development of tourist activities, in order to determine the compliance of crop production with present national and international quality standards, the minimization of anthropogenic load on agroecosystems, and also the improvement of habitation conditions, human health and the creation of high quality agritourism product.

As other economical activity the agritourism needs proper control and management. It’s possible only with detail monitoring of tourists quantity, considering present and potential impact sources within the rural area (or at the neighboring territory). All information, which is needed for clear comprehension of the situation and control over agritourism development, can be assembled in single document – environmental passport. 

The main role of environmental certification in agritourism is the possibility of continuous monitoring over the state and changes of main components of certain region, the prevention of irreversible damage to natural ecosystems, the establishment of proper regulatory standards and rules of natural resources conservation and types of liability for their violation within the rural area. Today the environmental certification procedure in agritourism is not yet established in legislation and requires further improvement by the state authorities of Ukraine.

CONCLUSIONS

Sustainable development of tourism in rural areas of Ukraine is possible only with the scientifically substantiated management both at the regional and the state level.
Implementation of efficient management programs is impossible without preliminary assessment of environmental condition of a territory, monitoring, identification of present and potential hazards and sources of impacts on the environment.
Based on the above mentioned it is necessary

- to formulate and implement techniques and approaches to sustainable tourist activity organization in rural areas;
- to improve the system of assessment criteria of rural areas suitability for organization of agritourism taking into account the environmental situation in the region;

- to formulate the guidelines for farms owners on rational use of agrochemicals and ecologically clean agricultural production under the conditions of tourism activity development. 
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