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Abstract. The article analyzes various options for interpreting of the concept of corporeality in the works of such prominent Native
American writers as N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, Ignatia Broker. The essence of the "corporality" concept is revealed,
scientific developments from the mentioned problems are analyzed. Gender relations and colonialism is not a new issue in modern
literary criticism, since the conquered territories in the minds of the conquerors are partly represented by the body of a conquered
woman. The institutionalization of the patriarchy as a system of social control and social order in colonial studies is transformed from
a low level of familyformations into the highest levels of society and is reflected in the whole system of social relations. Indian body,
as a rather exotic corporeality, plays an important role in this case. Having studied the specifics of the concept corporeality use in the
novels of these writers, it can be argued that this concept is divided into two components - the "body" itself, as a physical object in
space, and the perception of this body, which is a manifestation of the universal “corporeality”" with the perception of gender roles

and sexuality in the context of the Indian cultural tradition.

Keywords: N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, Ignatia Broker, corporeality, body, Native Americans.

Introduction. Nowadays there is no doubt that the pro-
cesses of decolonization play aleading role in shaping the
literary tradition of the North American indigenous na-
tions. Indian writers like N. Scott Momaday, Ignatia Bro-
ker and Leslie Marmon Silko declare their works as ideo-
logically intertwined with the claims for the national
identity of the colonized peoples of North America, refer-
ring to the national indigenous heritage that has long been
considered an unimportant dying cultural component of
the American Indians. An important role in this heritage is
played by the concept of corporeality and sexuality. Liter-
ary-physical discourse as a value-ideological segment of
the picture of the world of these authors is a special way
of promoting the author's consciousness in the artistic
text. O.Shostak remarked that "the notion of sex and
sexuality in indigenous communities in North America
was significantly different from those of their Spanish,
French and English conquerors. Many indigenous socie-
ties distinguished between the third and fourth sexes,
which defined the roles of those community members
whose gender identity did not coincide with the natural
sex. For example, among Zuni people, gender was con-
sidered to be a "gained, not innate, feature." The biologi-
cal sex did not dictate those roles that people chose "[5,
p.35].

It must be admitted that in the contemporary cultural
discourse of American Indians we are dealing with a huge
number of varied definitions of physicality and sexuality,
which today constitute one of the key system-forming
concepts of cultural, sociological, linguistic, anthropolog-
ical and literary aspects of the study of the North Ameri-
can indigenous people . "As an anthropologist Will Rosco
convinces, alternative gender was one of the most com-
mon features of many societies in the North American
pre-Columbian continent. The memoirs of the Europeans
contained information about the presence of this phenom-
enon in 155 nations of North America, although it was not
mandatory that this phenomenon could be observed in
every nation. Sue-Helen Jacobs and Jason Cromwell
argue that "gender variations" could be observed in all
regions of the continent, they "crossed the geographical,
national and linguistic borders", anthropologists speak of
"the cultural expression of parallel genders (of which

there are more than two) and the opportunity to change
gender roles throughout life "[5, p.35]. Together with the
usual gender roles - a man and a woman, these peoples
often observed the third species - berdaches.

Analysis of recent publications. The problem of the
concept of corporeality and its influence on literary works
were researched by such scholars as K.Millet, P.G.Allen,
O.Homilko, Z.Borisyuk, N.Vysotsk, M.Kolesnik,
V.Rozin, O.Shostak.

The study of the corporeality in the works of indige-
nous writers through the prism of narratology and recep-
tive aesthetics can reveal the author's intentionality and
dimensions of the reader's reception, as well as it helps to
rethink the fundamental modes of human existence of the
indigenous peoples of North America, which determines
the aim of this research..

The purpose of the article is to identify and analyze
ways of verbalization of the corporeality concept in the
Indian fiction. Our goal is to fulfill the following tasks: to
find out the essence of the concept of "corporeality” in the
literature of indigenous American writers, to identify the
most representative writers working in this direction.

Presentation of the main research material. Study-
ing the specifics of the corporeality concept in Indian
literature, one can determine that the very idea of corpo-
reality is "not literally the human body in its organic rep-
resentation, but sensuality as its main ontological proper-
ty. Outside the sensuality of physicality does not exist.
Therefore, the reality that presents sensually in this world
can be called the notion of physicality "[1, p.73]. In our
opinion, in contemporary Indian literature, one should
define a special attitude towards the body and its func-
tions. It is already an instrument of comprehension of the
surrounding universe and sensual pleasure, but rather a
peculiar sign of reading, interpreting and genetically deci-
phering the mysteries of the universe. "The diversity of
gender roles is reflected in the cosmogony of indigenous
peoples, and the public decay of these complex gender
relationships is associated with violent assimilation and
disdainful attitude of the colonialists to indigenous tradi-
tions. As a result of the physical and psychological pres-
sure from settlers, practices that once were an integral part
of life, transformed into somewhat less visible, but they
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still came to us through various signs. Each nation has its
own name for gender-varying roles, while anthropologists
continue to use the historically-used term "Berdache",
which has a European connotation of sexual deviations
from the norm "[5, p.39].

As O.Shostak emphasizes, "gender relations and colo-
nialism are not new in modern literary criticism, because
conquered territories in the minds of the conquerors are
partly represented by the body of a conquered body. The
institutionalization of the patriarchy as a system of social
control and social order in colonial studies is transformed
from a low-lying family to the highest levels of society
and is reflected in the whole system of social relations
"[3, p.201]. Indian corporeality, as a rather exotic body,
plays an important role in this case. An example of this
can serve Angela, the heroine of the novel "House Made
of Dawn" by N. Scott Momaday, who as a pregnant
woman aspires to entertain with the Indian Abel. From the
very first minutes of her acquaintance, she embraced the
desire to subjugate his will and to seduce him.

“He looked at her without the trace of a smile, but his
voice was soft and genial, steady. He would give her no
clear way to be contemptuous of him. <...> It offended
her that he would not buy and sell. Still, she knew how to
learn at her own expense, and eventually she would make
good the least investment of her pride. <...> She was full
of irritation. She knew only how to persist, but she had
already begun to sense that it was no use: and that made
her seethe. <...> His reserve was too much for her. She
would have liked to throw him off balance, to startle and
appall him, to make an obscene gesture, perhaps, or to
say, “How would you like a white woman? My white
belly and my breasts, my painted fingers and my feet?”
[8;c.33-34].

However, this confrontation does not lead to the ex-
pected triumph of white body, rather the opposite - the
heroine feels immediate disgust toward her own physi-
cality, which in general is inherent in representatives of
patriarchal cultures, where femininity was considered
lower than masculinity.

“She thought of her body and could not understand that
it was beautiful. She could think of nothing more vile and
obscene than the raw flesh and blood of her body, the
raveled veins and the gore upon of her bones. And now
the monstrous fetal form, the blue, great-headed thing
growing within and feeding upon her. From the time she
was a child and first saw her own blood, how it brimmed
in a cut on the back of her hand, she had conceived a fear
and disgust of her body which nothing could make her
forget. She did not fear death, only the body’s implication
in it. And at odd moments she wished with all her heart to

die by fire of such intense heat that her body should dis-
solve in it all at once” [8, ¢.34].

The change in the heroine's value points takes place on
the stage of intimate relationships between Angela and
Abel. Angela is shocked that her desire to have fun came
back against her. “She had not foreseen this turn of tables
and events, had not imagined that he could turn her
scheme around. <...> Before her now was the strange
reality of her shame and the tyranny of light that lay upon
it. He was dark and massive above her, poised and tinged
with pale blue light. And in that split second she thought
again of the badger at the water, and the great bear, blue-
black and blowing” [8, ¢.62-64].

In Leslie Marmon Silko’s novel "Gardens in the
Dunes" the question was raised about the essence of the
true sexuality and its value for the ancient peoples of the
North American continent. Speaking about Sister Salt
(one of the two protagonists of the novel), her friends
stated that "she was like people in the old days ... before
the missionaries came. In those days, the Chejuhites really
knew how to enjoy each other, and only Sand Lizards
could enjoy sex more than them. And it was true: Sister
Salt had sex as she did all before the arrival of the mis-
sionaries "[10, ¢.206]. Perhaps it is this, far from Christi-
anity, attitude towards the body and sexuality made it
possible for the Indians to survive.

Body as a part of the earth is represented in the novel
by Ignatia Broker “Woman of the Night Flight”. Speaking
about the modern living conditions that the Ojibwe people
have to get used to, Ouna (Woman of the Night Flight)
speaks of their physical presence in the modern world:

“ My children and grandchildren are doing well in the
way of the white strangers. They are farmers, they are
teachers, and they work in the factories that make the
many new tools — even the airplanes that crowd the birds
from the sky. And they are with honor, for they have
fought in the white man’s wars. Because of this, part of
my dust lies in the foreign lands. My mother said to me
that our dust cannot be erased from the earth of our land.
Let this be true also for my children who lie in the foreign
lands, for | have buried the drums that were a part of their
lives” [6, ¢.130].

Conclusions. Summarizing the written above, it can be
argued that in the works of Native American writers, the
concept of "corporeality” is divided into two components
- the actual "body" as a physical object in space, and the
perception of this body, which is a manifestation of uni-
versal "physicality” which is related with the perception
of gender roles and sexuality in the context of the Indian
cultural tradition. Usually a description of the body's
condition is the equivalent of human feelings in the ro-
mance tradition of indigenous writers.
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