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Covert tests reveal airport screening failure 

Undercover tests of aviation screening operations revealed widespread problems, raising 

concerns that explosives and weapons could get into airport sterile areas and checked baggage 

systems, the Homeland Security Department’s inspector general said Wednesday. 

Covert tests of the Transportation Security Administration’s screeners and equipment were 

conducted at hundreds of airports across the country from July to November 2003. The bulk of the 

report remains classified, but an eight-page summary was released Wednesday. The report is based 

on interviews with employees and officials at relevant agencies, direct observations and document 

reviews. 

“Improvements are needed in the screening process to ensure that dangerous prohibited items 

are not being carried into the sterile areas of heavily used airports or do not enter the checked baggage 

system," the report states. "There were four areas that caused most of the test failures and were in 

need of improvement: training; equipment and technology; policy and procedures; and management 

and supervision.” 
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