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THE RECREATIONAL ZONE OF DONETSK

New tendencies in c ity  deve lopm ent appeared in XX century. A rch itects faced the necessity to solve 
d iff ic u lt p rob lem s. A ll new deve lopm ent takes place in an ex is ting  environm ent. That environm ent has taken 
centuries to  fo rm  and the design m ust respect any features that have v isual s ign ificance. One more im portant 
p rob lem  the tow n designer m ust th in k  o f is the creation of op tim a l recreational zone. The prob lem  is urgent 
because the m odern urban environm ent, w h ich  is based on new techno log ies, som etim es is in unso lub le  
co n tra d ic tio n s  w ith  ancient cu ltu ra l trad itions .

The c ity  life has som e ind ispu tab le  advantages:
•  m ore com fortab le  accom m odation  w ith  m odern sanitary - hyg ien ic services;
•  better o p p ortun ities  of getting a ll-ro u n d  education, the choice o f a job , cu ltu ra l developm ent of 

citizens;
•  a va ila b ility  o f m edical a id  and health service.
U nfortunately, the c ity  life  has a lso som e disadvantages:
•  the necessity of long term  m ov ings in m un ic ipa l transport and due to  it t ransport tiredness;
•  accelerated pace of life;
•  iso la tion  o f to w n 's  people from  the natural environm ent;
•  poo r q u a lity  of env ironm en t (water, air, land).
A ll these factors c a u s e " illnesses of c iv i l iz a t io n ".
Thus, the creation in the c ity  o f harm on ious , h igh -g rade  environm ent for w ork, life and leasure for all 

people is a p rio r task. R econstructing o ld  c itie s  and b u ild in g  new ones we fo rm  the m aterial environm ent in 
w h ich  fu ture  generations of people w ill live. That is w hy we want th is  environm ent not on ly  to meet basic 
func tio n a l requ irem ents, but we w ant it to  be s p ir itu a lly  rich  and beautifu l. When we say that a town should 
be beautifu l we mean that the env ironm ent, up to  the m ost in s ig n ifica n t detail, shou ld  be beautifu l.

Donetsk is chosen as the laboratory for investigations and as a region w hich needs to  develop recreational 
system .

That s w hy the p rinc ip a l p rob lem s such as p lann ing , des ign ing  and deve lopm ent ot the recreational 
reg ions and centers under m oderate c lim a tic  co n d itio n s  are of great im portance.

The recreational a rch itecture  is such a sphere of arch itectura l a ctiv ity  the purpose o f w h ich  is the 
fo rm ation  of recreational spaces (recreationa l areas and b u ild in g s ). The a im  of it is to  create optim al 
recreational su rro un d ing s  (no t o n ly  b u ild in g s ) fo r a ll types and fo rm s of recreation.

In order to show  the charac teris tic  features o f the recreational process and soc ia l needs of people two 
g roups o f vast investiga tions have been carried out:

•  the s tudy o f the present recreational process in Donetsk, and
•  a large num ber of so c io lo g ica l stud ies have been carried out and at the same tim e the liv in g  standard 

of the people has been analyzed.
Recreational sphere of Donetsk has h ig h -q u a lity  recreational resources.
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